Introductions of Select Student Stories

Saber

My story is about a simple girl named Violet who lives in Mist September.  She is kind of strange because she is obsessed with supernatural things.  Her peaceful life is broken by a strange new student - Shadow.  He seems related to her in some way, but there are more questions than answers.  What will happen after Shadow comes?  What’s the secret behind Violet’s strange classmates Silence and Pearl who never seem to be apart?  And what are their fates?

I was inspired to write the story after watching the popular TV serious The Vampire Diaries.  But I wanted to put more mysterious aspects in my story, for example a magician who can enable everything she said to become the truth.  It a tragedy of the vampire: their sad and beautiful fate.
Elaine

A girl called Dielice died ten years ago in a car accident in the summer.  Ten years later Dielice appears in her father Jiang’s house.  The little girl says she needs to finish a wish before she can rest, but she forgot what it is.  Her father tries many things with the help of his best friend Ken, but none of their attempts succeed.  They find many clues along the way, but Dielice remains a ghost to everyone except her father, who alone can see her.  Finally Jiang contacts his ex-wife Stephanie to tell her about the situation, and it is when they are together again that something happens, and the wish starts to come true…

Rachel

An old hunter caught a wild girl from a magic forest, and sold her to a man named Keith.  He gave her a name - Saarantuyaa - and tried to teach her to be like a human.  The villagers distrusted her and bullied her, and although she tried to not fight back because of her love for Keith, one day she killed a child.  In order to save her life Keith sacrificed his eyes, and Saarantuyaa took him to her forest to care for him.  But the villagers followed and Keith killed himself so that Saarantuyaa did not use her powers to hurt them.  She was devastated but his spirit appeared to her and told her that her name meant the moonlight and the one who always remain silent, and to say it over and over again when she wasn’t sure who she was anymore.  She did so, and found her way back home…

       Vampire Fate 
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The old woman looked out of her window with tears running down her face. ''It's fate'' She said.  

【Chapter 1】

[60 years ago]

Mist September is a small town far away from the city. It is surrounded with mountains so it takes much time to drift in and out. Mist September also has a history that the brick-lined streets and historic lampposts are a collection of converted brick warehouses dating back to the mid 1800s. Built with brick and native limestone accents, these distinctive architectural features define the character of the town.  

Violet Cromwell is a local girl. She has brown hair, brown eyes and an absorbing face. She is beautiful, strong, kind-hearted and attractive, nothing different from other girls except one cause--She is obsessed with supernatural things, such as ghost, vampire, werewolf, and magician and so on. And today, she is going to have the ninety-ninth experiment of summoning a ghost.  
''I told you many times, ghost existed. Just I haven't found them yet.  ''

''Oh give it up that stupid idea Violet. You have already kept doing this for so many times but found nothing at all.  ''

''I won't give up and it's not stupid Lucia. I will find evidence.  ''

''OK. Up to you. Wish you can succeed this time.  ''

''Lucia! ''

This is Lucia; she is Violet's best friend. They played together from an early age.  She has golden hair blue eyes and really open mind--A typical queen bee.  Although she always teases about Violet's ''supernatural discovery'', she still helps her at every turn.  

''So what are you going to do this time? ''

''We are going to take some water from the magic well and drop it on this spelled paper with blood.''

''Where can we get some blood? ''

''Don't worry. I have brought a knife''

''What? Are you insane? ''

''Trust me, it’s gonna work.''

Violet takes out an old scroll with some strange words on it.  

''Where did you get it? ''

''From the basement. It is said to be a magical scroll.''

It took an hour to get the well on the mountainside.  

Violet and Lucia use the vat to take some water from the well. Violet sit up the scroll and drop it on the scroll. Then she cut her finger with a knife; put the hand on it and waiting.  

''Told you, it's not gonna work''

''I will succeed next... Wait! Did you hear something? ''

''Nope, stop comforting yourself baby. You are failed again.''

''I'm not kidding! Listen carefully, there's something.''

Lucia stopped talking and listening. Something changed. The wind is starting to blow stronger and stronger and the ground is starting to shake.  

''I am succeeded! Supernatural exists! ''

''It's too dangerous, let's get off the mountain. ''

''I told you! It's so amazing! ''

''Stop talking! Let's go right now.  ''

(On the other side)

Ransom is meditating. He is one of the most powerful magicians in the world. He is trying to find the Transmigration of Pandora--root of evil. He has been looking for many years, suddenly he found a fluctuating.  

''Master, I found her. ''

''Where is she? ''

A man comes out from the dark. He has black hair, facial features and clear outline of the profound, like the Greek sculpture, ice and deep dark eye, appears to be in any wild.  

''She is at the Mist September. You will recognize her when you see her.  ''

''Thanks, Ransom. ''

''You are will come, my master. ''

The man took a red wine glass and seemed to be thinking about what. Then he took one sip gently and said lowly: ''All will be over. ''
【Chapter 2】

It's Sunday. Violet is walking on the Autumn Street, trying to find something unusual.  She is standing under a tree looking upward. There's a baby cat on it and it is stuck.  

''Oh，poor. Let me help you.  ''

Violet is trying to get on the tree but it seems not a good idea.  

''Do you need any help？''

Violet is surprise to see such a beautiful man appearing in front of her suddenly. She cleans up her cloth and hair to try to make herself not so dirty.  

''Hey.  ''

''Hey. So... do you need any help? ''

''Uh... I think I need it. Could you help me to get on that tree? ''

''Sure. ''

With the help of man, they get the cat down.  

''Thank you for your help. ''

''My pleasure. ''

''So... can I have your name? ''

''Sure, I'm Shadow. ''

''I'm Violet. Nice to meet you. ''

''Nice to meet you too.''

''OK... I have to go. See you.  ''

''See you''

Violet run away in order to escape something. She is puzzling about her movement.  How is her? What's this feeling? Why is she so nervous? 

After Violet left. Shadow lean against the tree, under the shade. Keep his eye on his ring--An ancient silver ring. And his pupil turns to red gradually.  

We will meet again soon, my lady.  

【Chapter 3】

''Good morning, Alan. ''

''Good morning.  ''

This is Alan. He is Violet’s classmate and neighbor. They grow together and he likes Violet. He has confessions to Violet but she refused. Because she thinks he is her brother but not lover.  

''What's new, Alan? ''

''It is said that there is a new student come to our class.  ''

''Really? Wait in hope.''

They get the school few times later.  

''Good morning Pearl. Good morning Silence.  ''

''Good morning. In double''

This is Pearl and Silence. They are always together. Pearl is very open whereas Silence is so quiet that she never says a word. Pupil guesses that maybe she has a problem with throat. Pearl always helps Silence to express her emotion.  

''Hey guys, be quiet. We have a transfer student today. You can come in now''

''Hi everybody, my name's shadow''

At the time Violet saw Shadow walking into the classroom, she felt that the world was so miracle. When Shallow passed her, she waved to him soundlessly and he smiled to her gently. Violet was so happy and she thought that Maybe I like him.  
After school, Shadow walked toward Violet.  

''Would you like go with me together later? ''

Violet is so surprised that it takes few minutes to get normal.  

''Of course.  ''

''Great. I will meet you at Mist bar at 4:00.  ''

''Got it.  ''

''Hey, what did he say to you? ''

Just after Shadow left. Lucia came to her at once.  

''He wants to date with me.  ''

''What? Why? He has just met you for few seconds.  ''

''Maybe because I knew him? ''

''Why didn't you tell me that you knew such a hot guy? ''

''I did not think of we will meet again.  ''

''Then what about Alan? ''

''Lucia, you know there is no possibility between Alan and me. ''

''Sorry. Just tell me everything about your date later.  ''

Then Lucia ran away.  

It's 3:55. Violet got into the bar and she saw Shadow at once. He is sitting beside the window, watching out of window, setting sunshine stuck on his face. He is thinking of something and his face seemed sad. But this scene only last few seconds because Shadow noticed her right away.  

''Hey.  ''

''Hey.  ''

''So. . .  What's your plan? ''

''When I first saw you, I was attacked. I want to know you more.  ''

''OK... What do you want to know? ''

''Like... What's your hobby? ''

''Well. Maybe you can't understand, but I love supernatural things so much.  ''

''Supernatural? ''

''Yes. Do you believe that ghost exists? ''

''Nothing comes from nothing.  ''

''I'm so happy you can understand me! Actually, I have found something unusual.  Would you like have a look? It's on that mountain which isn’t very far from here.  ''

''I'm really interested.  ''

''Great. Let's go.  ''

Then Violet and Shadow stand up and leave the bar. Violet is so excited that she even doesn't notice the strange smile on Shadow's face.  

【Chapter 4】

Violet guide Shadow to the well.  

''This is the place where the unusual things happened. At that day, I supposed to summon a ghost. When the spell is done, everything became unusual. The wind became stronger and stronger. Hey. Are you listening? ''

''Em... ''

''So what do you want to say? ''

''... I'm sorry.  ''

''What? ''

Violet look at Shadow, don't understand what he said.  Shadow was looking at floor at the start, he put up his head slowly and said, ''I'm sorry, for the things I am going to do. ''Suddenly, his eyes turned to red, just like ruby.  He pinched Violet's neck and pushed her on a tree with an unimaginable speed.  

''What are you? ''Violet asked roughly, she can hardly breathe.  

''I'm a vampire. ''

''What? Why... kill... me? ''Inconceivable, you can see both fear and excitement of Violet's eyes. Even dying, she still obsessed with supernatural.  

''What a curious girl. In fact, you are really nice, but I have to kill you.  ''

''.. . Why? ''

''Because you are you.  ''

Then Shadow began to use strength, he really wanted to kill Violet! 

Violet struggled for a while, then her sight became darker and darker. 

Just at this important moment, there is a light voice from the wood. Suddenly, a figure skip out and bump into Shadow, Shadow is collide away by this powerful strength and Violet fall down from his hand, coma.  

The figure stopped in front of Shadow and face around.  

It's pearl! 
【Chapter 5】

''Why are you here? ''Shadow said slowly。

''I followed you. I'm really interested at why you are here, Mr. suicide''

''What? ''

''I know you. You are really famous because you are the only who want to kill all vampire. There must be some reasons for you to come here.  So I follow the tracks of you and finally get here, and I think I understand something, she is the transmigration, isn't she? ''

''...... ''

''Bingo~ It seems that I have to protect her. Actually I don't like her very much, but my life is tie to her. So... ''

Pearl looked straight into Shadow's eyes and said, ''Please go to hell.  ''

She bump against Shadow and keep him under control, she take out a wood stake, raise her hand and want to stake the wood into Shadow's heart---It's the only way to kill a vampire.  

Shadow tried to fight against her but failed.  

''Stop resisting. I'm older than you so i am stronger than you. You are not gonna be success.  ''

''Damn'' Shadow knows he can't rebel her.  

''You know the only mistake you did is trying to dead. We are vampires, we are immortal, it's not a good thought you should have.  ''

At this time, Violet wake up.  

She saw Pearl was sitting on Shadow with a stake in her hand and Shadow looked really despairing. She can't understand why pearl is here but the only thing she knows is Shadow is in danger and Pearl looks very horrible. I must help him! There's a sound in her mind. She picked a stake unconcernedly with moving near to Pearl. Pearl was talking to Shadow. So Violet rushed to her and stabbed the stake into Pearl's heart before her discovery. Pearl turned back, looked at Violet unbelievably. You could see her blood vessel protruding and turned to black, and toppled down to the ground, dead.  

Violet stood on the ground and handled the stake. She haven't reacted what she had done.  A few seconds later, she finally found out the things she had done, the stake suddenly drop, she started screaming and couldn't stop until a hand covered her face.  

''Calm down. ''

''I... I killed a person.  ''

''No, you didn't. She is not a human and you are not a killer. Don't be scared.  ''

Violet finally calmed down. Nobody talked at the time, air seemed frozen.  

At last, Shadow talked first.  

''Why did you save me? I have just tried to kill you.  ''

''I don't know. Maybe because I believe you are not a bad person.  ''

''... Why? ''

''When we first met, you helped me to save the cat. A bad person won't do such thing.  ''

''Maybe I pretend to do so? ''

''Just a kind of intuition. ''

They looked into the other side's eyes, time stopped for few seconds, and then they laughed.  

''You know you are really interesting. You are so smart, kind, and brave. ''

''Thank you~''

''I think I am fall in love with you. Would you like to be with me? ''

Looking into her eyes, Shadow stroked Violet's face and said this sentence with a charming smile which makes Violet face like a boiled shrimp.  

''Before I answer you, i need you to answer my one question? ''

''What question? ''

''Are you really a vampire? The livings in dark and immortal? And will died if he touch sunshine? ''

''As you have seen, I am. Are you hesitant because I am a vampire? ''

''Yes, so my answer is... I 'd love to.  ''

【Chapter 6】

[3 days later, at Mist Bar]

There is an artistic couple sitting beside the window, talking. The girl looks really excited, taking notes seriously, while the boy looks awkward.  

''What can a vampire do whereas human can't? ''

''Live longer, walk faster, be stronger. We can hear what’s happened out a mile, even vision, smell is better. Our feeling is stronger too. For example, you might be annoyed because somebody collide you, I will feel so angry that I may piss off and even kill him, it's piece of cake to kill a general person for us. It's sounds troublesome, isn't it? But we can turn off the humanity with no worry, no guilty, no sad and just like a switch, really dangerous. You may hurt anyone you cared.  ''

''Why do you need to feed human blood? ''

''Not only human, animal blood is OK. But most of the vampires think taking human blood is more fun, like a game, a hunt. We need blood because we are dead, we need fresh blood to make our body work or we will get inflexible and cannot move.  ''

''You are a vampire, how can you survive under sunshine? ''

''Well, that's only a legend that vampires can survive under the sunshine but we don't like to because it will accelerate the consume of blood.  ''

''How old are you? ''

''A thousand years. Accurately is 1027 years old. ''

''Oh my god. So. . . ''

''Wait! Stop that! Don't you think you should talk about other things? ''

''OK. Why did you want to kill me? ''

Shadow suddenly keeps silence. Few seconds later, he said:

''Violet, there is something you won't want to know... ''

''Just tell me.  ''

''... OK. But at first I have to tell you the history of vampire.  ''

【Chapter 7】

''About 3000 years ago, maybe more earlier, a god came to the world and fell in love with a human, a conventional pattern, wasn't it? We call the god Pandora because he is the origin of all guilty, but there was something different, he fell in love with a man, whose name is Peter, it was doomed tragedy. People at that time the love between two man didn't identified, Peter finally gave up their love and married a girl. Pandora was very angry and envious so he curses him to be undead beings, bear the hurt of leaving the person he loved, because people die, he doesn’t. Then Pandora back to sky and never came down again. Peter was alone or a hundred year and it almost drive him crazy. But at last, he found a way to create his family. If a person dead with vampire's blood in his body, he will become a vampire too. He was so happy and he turned a lot of people into vampires, new vampires turned human into new vampires and vampires were everywhere at that time. Then our enemies appeared--magician. Magician is the person who is asked to keep balance of nature by god. Their duty is to kill vampires to keep everything natural. So they tried their best to find Peter in an ancient forest. It's a bid war between magicians and vampires, weapons were all destroyed by vampire's big strength. At last, magicians are pegged a wood stake into Peter's heart and are put a spell on him—vampires can be killed by wood made things. That's all about vampires. ''

Shadow stop and have a drink, and ask Violet, 

''Any problem? ''

''So why did you want to kill me, I am even not a vampire? ''

''Do you remember Pandora? ''

''That god who fell in love with Peter? ''

''Yes. It is said once a god come to world, there will emerge transmigration. He (she) is not a god, but can stand for god. Somebody kill him (her) equals to killing the god, and if the god died, the spell he put will disappear. And you, Violet, you are the transmigration of Pandora.  ''  

''What? So if I died, are all the vampires died? ''

''You are right. ''

''But how did you find out I am the transmigration? ''

''About a week ago, my magician found you. Did you do something that can connect nature? ''

''Em... Oh! I tried to summon some ghost or something and some strange things happened.  ''

''Maybe that's the reason.  ''

''Can I ask a question? ''

''Please. ''

''Again. Why did you want to kill me? If you kill me, you will die too.  ''

Shadow stupefied for a long time and finally said, 

''Because I want him die, but I can't kill him by myself.  ''

''... Who? ''

''Peter. He killed all my family members and turned me. I am willing to die if I can kill him. But now, I have you.  ''
【Chapter 8】

Silence is waiting pearl at home. It's unusual for her not get home so late. She is little worry about her but soon comfort herself，she is a vampire, human can't hurt her, she will be safe. Silence stand up, walking back and forth, at last she put a spell.  She started to sing the word, she was calm at first, and then she frowned and became anxious gradually. Suddenly she opened her eyes. She can't find Pearl! She can't find Pearl! She can't find Pearl! She can't find Pearl! She can't find Pearl! She can't find Pearl! Why? It's impossible! She can find her unless she has no reaction of live, which means she dead! No! It can't be real! 

Silence was almost insane. She stapped her foot and grabbed her hair. Then she stopped, she wanted to find the murderer, so she said to air, 

''Who is the murderer? ''

‘‘A fog appears and an image is slowly distinct, it's a girl who looks familiar... Violet! ''

Why? Why is she? Isn't she just a human? So how can she kill Pearl? Silence can't believe what she had seen; she put a spell again and see all the process.  

''Violet, Shallow, I will let you pay for what you have done. ''

【Chapter 9】

It's a wonderful day. Shadow and Violet are dating. They are so sweet after that event and everything seem to be normal. 

''Hey，let's go to play snooker. ''

''OK. You know that, actually, I invented snooker. ''

''Stop kidding Shadow. ''

''I am in army that time, it's so boring and one day I think of this idea. ''

''Seriously? ''

''Yep. ''

''Oh, my god. It's so so amazing! ''

[P. S: In the late 19th century, billiards sports popular in India stationed in the British army and popular at that time playing ball into the bag is Black Pool. This style of playing with a white balls, 15 red ball and a black ball. One day in 1875, stationed in India Jubbulpore of British colonel Neville Chamberlain and his comrades-in-arms think this style of playing is too simple, tedious, so they decide to increase yellow,  green and pink three balls up. Soon, they don't think it is enough, then plus the brown and blue ball. The new play soon become popular, leading to the birth of the snooker. ]

''Shall we? ''Shadow ask Violet whether she is exciting for the snooker thing. 

''Of course. Oh wait, there's a text from Lucia...Shadow! Something happened! ''

''What? ''

''Lucia asked me to rescue her. She said she was kidnapped by...Silence? ! ''

''Damn. I forget she is Pearl's best friend. So if Pearl is a vampire...''

'' Is Silence a vampire too? Why didn't we realize it，I had been her classmate nearly 10 years, since primary school!  ''

''Well...Some vampires want to live as normal...We can put this later, I will go and get Lucia out. ''

''Sure. She said she was in that hill where we killed Pearl. How did Silence know that? ''

''Violet. ''

''What? ''

''You can't go with me. ''

''O...What? Why? ''

Shadow put his hand on Violet's shoulder , look into her eyes and say, 

'' Violet, I know Lucia is our best friend, and you want to rescue her. But you are just a human and you are the one who killed Pearl, it's too dangerous for you to go there. ''

''I can take care of myself! ''

''No, you can't. If Silence attack you, it's impossible for you to defend . ''

''Whatever you say, I will go OK? Don't try to stop me! ''

''All right. Sorry Violet. ''

Shadow hit Violet's back neck as fast as he can and Violet fall in a faint at once. Shadow hold her up and bring her to her home quietly. Finally he decide to lock her into the basement to stop her from running away. He put Violet down, kiss her and say, 

''I will be back soon. ''

【Chapter 10】

My head hurts and my sight is unclear, i remember i was knocked down by somebody... Shadow! Yes, i was attacked by Shadow. But why did he do it? Lucia! Oh my god how long have i been fell in paint?

Violet stands up quickly and takes out her cell phone. It's not too bad, only 15 minutes past. 

Violet try to escape from the basement but soon she find that it was locked and only can be unlock outside the room. I have to save Lucia, I must call somebody to open it as fast as I can. Who can I call for help?

Violet hesitated for a while. Alan! He lived the nearest and he often played with me in my home when he was a child so he was familiar with here. Violet dialed Alan's number at once. The phone works!

''Alan? Are you at home? ''

''Hi, Violet. What's up? ''

''Listen. I am locked in my basement and i need you to get me out at once. ''

''Haha...How did you lock yourself into basement? ''

''Hurry Alan!''

''Violet? Anything happened? ''

''No...Nothing. Just ...i don't want to stay here. ''

''All right. I will be there in 5 minutes. ''

''OK...Thanks.''

''By the way, is it all right to enter your home by window? ''

''Of course. ''

Violet decide not to tell Alan the truth. 

About 5 minutes later, Alan get her out.

''Thank you. ''

''A piece of cake. ''

''Em...I have some important things to do. Goodbye. ''

''Violet! ''

Violet run away quickly, she even doesn't notice Alan is following her.  

【Chapter 11】

Silence is watching sky, there's nothing in her eyes but dark. Lucia is lying on a tree, although there is no bound on her body, she can't move a bit. Her eyes are full of fear. Silence just stands there, waiting. She is waiting for them, the people who killed her hope. 

Sha sha sha... There is something coming.

They are here! Silence stops watching sky, she stare at a direction with a horrible smile. Suddenly Shadow appears.

''Give back Lucia.''

''Can't you hear me? Give back Lucia!''

Shadow shout to Silence but she just stare at him, say nothing. She seems very hard, trying to do something that is really difficult to her.  

Few minutes later, Silence opens her mouth.

''No.''

Suddenly, Shadow feels his head is hurt. He got down on his knees, can't say a word.

''What hell is...''

''Did you think I am a vampire? I am sorry that you are wrong. I am a magician.''

''Wha...''

''Is it impossible? Are the entire vampire and magician enemy? You should believe what you had seen.''

''Why...''

''Why your head hurts so much?''

Silence walked in front of Shadow and kept down,

''Because whatever i say will become facts, headache is just a little side effect, only occurs on supernatural. This is reason that i never speak at school. You don't believe it? OK. Let me show you.''

Silence stands up and face to Lucia,

''You will climb to the top of tree and stand on the branch with one foot. Oh be careful, keep your balance and don't fall. ''

Then Shadow alarmedly saw Lucia trying to climb the tree, she climbed higher and higher with tears dropping from her face. Finally she reached the top and stood up, with one foot.

''I bet you trust me now. Oh, here comes the rest of costumers. ''

Shadows raise his head and see Violet rushing out from the wood. 

【Chapter 12】

It is a serious situation. Violet saw Lucia at once.

''Oh my god why are you there? ''

''Help me Violet! '' Lucia cried on the tree. 

''Let her go to Silence. Exchange me for her. You can do anything you want and i promise i won't run away. ''

Silence look at Violet for a while.

''All right. You can come down now. ''

Lucia came down from the tree and walked behind Violet.

''OK...Remember what you said? ''

''What do you want from me? ''

''Just... go to hell! Lightning! ''

After Silence say lightning, a lightning appear and rush to Violet.

''No!!!! '' It's Shadow and Lucia.

Suddenly a figure comes out from the forest and stands in front of Violet. He was hurt by lightning as soon as he arrived and fell down to the ground. Everybody was shocked. Violet looked at him, then she couldn't resist herself any more.

''Alan!!!!!!!!!!!!'' 

Violet rushed to Alan's side, shaking him, yelling to him, trying to wake him up. But he won't open his eyes again. Violet would never see that handsome boy, who is always smiling to her again. Violet carried Alan, her tears can't help falling down. 

''What a stupid human. '' Silence chilly looked at the man lying on the ground and continue saying,

''And how guilty you are Violet. Maybe i shouldn't let you die so comfortably. I have a good idea! How about letting Shadow kill you? Killed by your favourite people~So amazing! Go ahead, Mr. Vampire! ''

Violet couldn't believe her eyes, she saw Shadow slowly standing up and walking to her. His face covered with sweat，but he still got to Violet closer and closer.

''Escape quickly Violet！Or I will kill you! ''

''What? No, you won't. I trust you. ''

''Run! ''

''I won't. I said I will always be with you. ''

Through this time, Shadow already comes before Violet. Violet gently stroked his face and wanted to say something. But after a second, her neck was break down by Shadow. She fell down to the ground, like a broken doll, with an unbelieving look.

''Oh I forgot she didn't know me still. I think she must die with wondering. But don't worry, you will see her soon. ''

【Chapter 13】

After few minutes, Shadow died. 

To be more precise, all the vampires in the world died. 

Transmigration of Pandora died, no vampire can cheat death.

Maybe on tomorrow's newspaper, there will be many reports about the mysterious death of hundreds of thousand people over the world.

Silence stood there, just as standing at first.

''All is over Pearl... I completed revenge...all is over...everything is o...''

All of a sudden, Silence dropped on the ground. Lucia stood behind her, with a sharp rocking in her hand.

Silence laying on the ground, her sight blurred. She seem to see Pearl waving hands to her, just like they first met.

''Nice to see you again. Dear Pearl. ''
-The End-

My Wish, Your Smile
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“So hot……”. The sun is burning in the sky and there’s no wind.

“I’ll never ever accept your apologize, Jiang!”

“I’ve said at least twenty times! I left Stephanie because……”

“Shut up!” Stephanie shouts, “I don’t want to hear your explanation!” She walks away.

We are in a park. Stephanie, her parents, our little daughter and me. Our daughter is 10.

“What are you talking about, Papa?” Dielice asks me, but I don’t want her to know.

“Just some simple things. Now, Dielice. Let’s play a game. Hide-and-seek. I’ll come to find you after 30 minutes.” I smile at her and say.
“OK!” Dielice is excited and she quickly runs away.
Time pass like sands. The sun soon goes down. The sky is red, like covered by blood. I’m still arguing with them. 
“Papa, you said you would find me after 30 minutes and it’s 3 hours ago.” Suddenly, I remember something important and turn back. Dielice is standing behind me with tears in her eyes.

“Sorry, Dielice. I……” I feel painful when I see her tears. My eyes become hot.

Dielice runs away with crying, without listening to me.

…… “Pong!” ……
【Chapter 1】

“Papa. Pa——pa!”

“Die—Dielice. I’m awake. Please stop jumping on my belly. I’ll die if you continue jumping on my belly.” 

“Oh sorry, Papa.” Dielice stop jumping like a rabbit, “You had a dream?”

“How do you know that?” I ask.

“You called my name and your eyes are wet.” I touch my eyes. They are really wet. “What’s your dream?”

“Well, I missed you so much and I bite my tongue.” I lie, but not lie all. 

“Ha-ha! How funny you are, Papa.”

It’s the beginning of the summer now. The weather is becoming hotter and hotter. And I’m having my year holiday now.

“It’s summer now……summer……” As I’m thinking, the bell rings.

“Hey, Jiang. How are you today?” Ken comes into my house. He often comes to my house to have breakfast. As common, he looks around my house, though there’s nothing new in my house. He’s my best friend and he’s really interested in ghosts. 
“Good morning, Ken.” Dielice says to him happily, but he doesn’t answer.

“Let me tell you……” he’s sudden turn back frightens me a little, “I went out last night. And when I back, the lights in my house were turned on! It must be ghost!”

“Alright, you always go out without turning off your lights in your house.” I walk to the kitchen.

“Come on, Jiang.” He walks to the dining room, “There must be some ghosts around us.”

“OK, but for the first of all, finish your noodles, my friend.” There’s nothing left in my fridge, so I cook noodles for breakfast this morning.

“Papa, where’s mine?” Dielice sits on my legs and asks.

“I’ll give you later.” I say with a low voice.

“Miao……” She starts shaking me and this makes me lose my balance. I shake on my chair.

“What’s wrong, Jiang?” Ken asks me, looking at me shaking with half noodles in his mouse and half out of his mouse. 

“Just a little hot. Delicious?”

“Very nice. I feel the life is so good after eating your noodles.”

“……The noodles are nothing with them.” I say.

“I don’t care.”

After breakfast, Ken leaves.

“Bye, Jiang. Thanks a lot.”

“I’m glad you like the food.” I say.

“Bye-bye, Uncle Ken.” Dielice says. Ken doesn’t answer, like before, but Dielice doesn’t care.

The reason of Ken doesn’t answer Dielice is very simple. That’s true, it’s because Ken can’t see Dielice……
The wind blows my Aeolian bells. Summer starts singing. My life with my lovely ghost daughter is also start now.

【Chapter 2】

My name is Jiang. It’s July 3rd now and I’m having my year holiday. I stay at home these days. I look at the leaves shaked by the wind. 

“What are you doing, Papa?”

“……” I think a while. “What’s your wish?” I ask. 
I meet Dielice——I mean the my ghost daughter, three days ago. At first, I was frightened by her. But later than, I told myself “she’s my daughter”, I even felt a little lucky to see my favorite daughter again. She said she wanted to finish her wish, but she didn’t tell me what her wish is. After finishing her wish, she will disappear. I felt a little painful in my heart when she told me this. But I still want to help her to finish her wish.
“Hum……I don’t know. I’ve forgot it.” She says. In fact, I’ve asked her this question after her appeared for three hours.

“How can I help you if you don’t know your wish?” I say.

“I’m sorry. Let’s find it, shall we?” She looks at me with her big eyes.

“Fine, that’s a good idea.” Expect this, I can’t think of any way to help her.
Dielice is my dearest daughter. She is 20 now but her age and the development stopped at her age of 10. 10 years ago, she died in a car accident. I still remember that day. The doctor said to us: “These are your child’s last words. ‘Papa, Momi, grandpa, grandma. Keep smiling. No matter what happened, I love you. Thank you for giving my life.’” She died with tears in her eyes and a sweet smile on her face.
“Why only I can see you, Dielice?” I suddenly think of this question.

“I don’t know. I just want to finish my wish.”

“Alright……” 

I start to think what Dielice’s wish is. When she was alive, I didn’t stay with her too long. For this, I still feel sorry to her.

A gentle wind blows into my house, passing my fingers. Suddenly, an opinion comes into my mind.

“Dielice, let’s go to the beach.” I remember once she said she wanted to go to see the beach.

“Really?!” Her eyes are like crystals, “I love you, Papa!” she said, and threw herself to my body.

“Oh! Ha-ha.” I lie on the floor with Dielice sitting on my body. “I’m happy if you’re happy.”

“Wow! Papa, I can be blew away and fly in the sky. How cool it is!” Dielice sticks her head out of the window on the top of the car. She’s so excited. 

“It’s dangerous, Dielice. Sit on your seat.” 

“OK, Papa.” She climbs into the car. The sun is shining in the sky. I can hear the birds are singing. After three hours, I can smell the sea. 

“Dielice, this is the smell of the sea. Can you smell it?”

“Nice smelling!” Dielice says.

I’ve never thought the life is so relaxing like now. I smile, looking at Dielice quietly.

Then, we arrive at the beach. The sun is burning in the middle sky. Summer sometimes is a monster.

“I promise, if I put an egg on the sand and add some salt on it, it can be delicious.” I say, as I walk on the sands.
“How big the beach is! Papa, let’s go to swim.” Dielice says happily.

We run to the sea. The waves lash my feet. It’s very cool and comfortable. I walk to the deeper place. The cool sea water holds me gently. The sky is blue and the sea is very clean. I can see some beautiful shelves lying under the water.

“Papa, look here!” I hear Dielice’s voice and I turn back.

“Oh!” As I turn back, a big water flower hits me. I first drink the sea water. It’s really salty. Dielice laughs. Her expression is so cute. She’s really happy.

“Dielice!” I call her with a grin on my face.

“What——Oh!” I push back a big water flower.
“Miao……” Dielice chokes by the sea water and feel a little unwell. She loves cat so much and like imitating their cry. Sometimes, this habit makes her very lovely.

We played on the beach from noon to evening. We were really happy. The smile on Dielice’s face was shiny like a beautiful flower. The water drop flew into the air, and then became colorful rainbow. The sun is going down slowly, the sea is golden and the sky is crimson like fire. I feel warm. I sit on the balcony. Dielice is sitting on my leg. I hold her in my arms. We look at the beautiful view quietly.

“Papa.” Suddenly, Dielice says to me, “Sorry, this isn’t my wish. Playing on the beach is not my wish for coming here.” She looks very disappoint. Seconds later, I say.

“Do you feel happy today?” Seconds later, I say.

“Of course.” She says.

“That’s enough. All I want is making you happy.”

——Because I owe you too much when you were alive.

“Your happiness is my all, my dearest princess.” I say, and kiss her head.

“Thank you, Papa.” Her face becomes a little red. In the warm sunlight, she looks very lovely and beautiful, “Papa, I love you.”

“I love you too.”
After supper, l read story for her. She fell asleep in a few minutes. I hold her carefully. A warm feeling pass my heart, but also a little painful. This is the first time I feel I’m a father. I didn’t be responsible for Dielice, but she doesn’t hate me. Opposite, she still loves me. She has excused me at all. I hold her tightly. My eyes are hot. There’s liquid in my eyes.

The moon is lying in the sky, looking at the world quietly. The trees are wispping. The air is warm and gentle.

“Good night, my sweet heart.”
【Chapter 3】

“Dielice, you’re 20 this year. My lovely kitten.” A beautiful woman is sitting in her room with wine in her hand. She looks very young. Her skin is white and her hair is long and a little curly. Her eyes are big and they are pretty, like crystals. She’s looking at a photo on her desk. In the photo, a little girl is running happily to her mother. The girl in the photo is Dielice. The woman is Stephanie, who is looking at the photo. 
It was ten years ago and it was a summer. Stephanie can’t forget that day forever.

The sun was burning in the sky and there was no wind.

“It’s your wrong, Jiang!” Stephanie shouted. She was out of control, “After Dielice bored, you were seldom at home. You said you were busy, but I can’t accept!” She was really angry.
“You’ve never done your duty. You have no sublattic to be Dielice’s father!” Jean said to Jiang. Her face turned red. She’s Dielice’s grandmother.

Jiang tried to explain, but there was no chance. Later, the accident happened……
Stephanie stops thinking. She slowly moves to the balcony. The moonlight gently holds her body. The wine makes her a little drunk and there’s a little blush on her face. The wind blows through her beautiful long black hair.

“Summer, my Dielice.”

The trees are wispping. The tears are like peals, dropping from her eyes silently.
Dielice looks like her mother. She’s very beautiful like a doll. The little girl has long soft brown hairs. Her eyes are like crystals. She’s fit with a face of an angel.

Stephanie was busy. She was really a successful woman. 22 years ago, Jiang loved her and Don——her father and said Jiang was a nice guy. After that, about few months later, Stephanie married with Jiang. Two years later, they had their daughter. But after that, Jiang suddenly became very busy. This made Stephanie very angry. She said Jiang didn’t do his duty because he wasn’t nearly at home every day.
Ten years ago, Jiang, Stephanie and her parents went out and argued about who can support for Dielice. But it became the last chance for them to see Dielice alive. No one of them can forget the sentence that the doctor said to them.
“Her last words were ‘Papa, Momi, grandpa, grandma. Keep smiling. No matter what happened, I love you.’ ” Dielice didn’t escape from the accident. And she died with smile on her face.
Now, Stephanie and her parents——Don and Jean still hate Jiang very much.

“You made Dielice die. I’ll never pardon you.”

Stephanie put her goblet. She’s in turmoil and she smokes.

The moonlight is really very cold, like her heart.
【Chapter 4】

We spent three days on the beach, swim in the sea, had sunbathes, had a BBQ one night and played cards at night. We were really happy——at least, Dielice was really happy. At night, we watched the stars and talked about a lot of things. At that time, I forgot Dielice had been dead for ten years. I even believed she’s still alive.

I sit at my desk. We had lunch just now. Dielice is sleeping on my bed. Looking at her face, I remember the things happened ten years ago.

The sky was dark. I was sitting in the hospital and waiting. The light of the operation room was on. Time was frozen. One minute for me was like a century. My mother was 87. She had heart diseases. That evening, she suddenly fell down. I sent her to the hospital immediately. The doctor said she was seriously sick and she was in danger.

“Please, don’t take her away.” I closed my eyes. I put my palms together and prayed.

But the reality was really cruel. The god took my mother away from me at 11:00 p.m. that night. My tears were like the rain outside.

After three days, Dielice was born. But I really had no time to see her and Stephanie. I didn’t tell them that my mother padded away. I didn’t want to make them feel sad. So I told them I have some important things on business to do, on my way to the mortuary house.

My dearest mother slept forever, my eyes were full of tears.

After three days, I wanted go home. But one thing happened that was out of my thinking. My company went bankrupt. This attacked me a lot. I needed money that time, but I couldn’t tell Stephanie. She needed rest. If I lost my job, our life would be hard.

But at that time, I really didn’t know what to do. I didn’t go home. At night, I drank beer and lied on the grass, thought about how to deal with the problem.

Month later, I saved that problem. My company ran well again. But at the same time, I lost the most important things……
“That’s true. It’s my fault.” The wind passes by the trees. I close my eyes.

In the afternoon, Dielice wakes up.

“Good afternoon, Papa.” She says to me with her sweet voice.

“Good afternoon, Dielice. Let’s have a walk.” I say.

We live far away from the city center in holiday, so there are not many people there. It’s good. Because I don’t want others know Dielice’s secret. 

It’s not very hot outside now and the wind blows us gently. It’s comfortable.

“Dielice, what’s your wish?” I ask again.

“I don’t know.” She nods her head.

“Think about it. What you want you want very much?” I say. 

“Maybe……a nice end of ‘PM’?” She suddenly think of something.

I know that. It is a game. Its whole name is “Pokémon”. You can catch monsters to be your friends and after level up, you can beat the final boss. Though I know that, I don’t play any game and I know nothing about how to play games.

“Hum……” I think a while. Suddenly, I think of a person.

“I’ll ask Ken to lend me that game tomorrow.” Ken likes games very much. Once he asked me if I want to play “PM”.

“Really?” she is excited, but turns a little sad quickly, “But, if it’s not my wish……” She worries.

“If we don’t try, how can we know? And we are free now, aren’t we? It’s not waste time.” I smile to her.

“Thank you, Papa.”

The moon climbs up. The insects are singing. I hold Dielice.

The sky is dark and beautiful. The wind blows the leaves gently.

I fell asleep.

The sky is bright. It’s a nice day today. It’s eight o’clock now. Someone is knocking at my door.

“Coming, Ken.”

“Good morning, Jiang. What’s today’s breakfast?”

“Your favorite. Sandwich. Pork, tomato, iceberg lettuce and caviar.”

“Hey, Jiang!” Ken says, “What a nice guy you are!” His face becomes a little red and he’s really excited.

He hurried to the dining room.

“Eat slower. It’s bad for your stoma.”

Ken finishes eating two sandwiches in five minutes. I’m a little amazed at his speed. As he’s cleaning his mouse, I start speaking.

“Do you still remember ‘PM’?”

“Of course. It’s one of the best games I’ve played.” After cleaning the mouse, he starts to drink tea, “But why do you suddenly ask me this? You never play games, do you?” He asks.

“Well.” I think of an explanation, “I have nothing to do these days, you know. So I want to try it.” I say, with my eyes looking on the wall.

He looks at me and thinks a while.

“You’re very lucky. The game and GBA (The machine to play the game) are still can be used. Would you like to come with me and take them?”

“When?”

“Of course now.” He helps me to clean the table and says.

Ken lives near my house. I prepare a while and wake Dielice up.

“What, Papa?” She slowly gets up.

“Get up and go to Uncle Ken’s home. He’s going to lend me the game.”

“Thank you Papa.” She quickly gets up.

“Are you OK, Jiang?” Ken asks loudly outside.

“I’m coming!” I answer, “Dielice, let’s go.”

We walk in the street. It’s very hot outside. The sunlight is strong.

“Jiang.” Ken suddenly stops to speak.

“What?”

“You have something with you and it’s important but it’s a secret, am I right?”

I look at him. The sun is burning. I even can’t breathe. In the past, if I have something, I always tell him, such as my secrets. He’s the only one in the world I can trust like this. He’s my best friend. He can always find out what I’m thinking, how do I feel.

——Should I tell him about Dielice?

“Listen, Jiang.” While I’m thinking, Ken says to me, “No matter what happens, I’m always beside you, don’t I? You’re one of the most important men in my life. We gave life to each other, didn’t we?”

He’s true. 

Many years ago, we were friends. Once he was seriously sick. It was venal failure and he must have an operation.

“If no one gives him a health kidney, he will die later.” The doctor said. Ken had no closed friends and no one helped him. His parents all died. I thought he was really pitiful.

“Let me help you, my friend.” He was hopeless and wanted to give up his life. I said to him.

“Come on, don’t. It’s……it’s unnecessary. Look, I’ll die.” He said, with a bitter smile.

“Don’t say that.”

The operation was very successful. Ken got better very fast. I was happy. I don’t know why, just because I helped him.

And two years after that, I was sick with my heart. At that time, Ken was always beside me and took care of me. 

“You won’t die. You saved me and I’m healthy now. I think you’re my best friend. You gave me twice life. You mustn’t die.” I was lying on my bed and Ken said to me.

“Your operation was a miracle. ” said the doctor, “During the operation, you were short of blood and it’s very dangerous. We were lack of the type of your blood. At that moment, your friend contributed his blood to you. I was surprised that his blood type is as same as yours.”

I shocked and suddenly I want to see Ken. I want to see if he’s alright.

“Where’s he?”

“In that ward now.”

“Thanks.” I said, and I went to his room as fast as I can be.

“Ken……” I called his name. His face was white, like snow. He was sleeping. Seeing him like this, my eyes were hot. It was like fog in my eyes.

“……Jiang……” he heard my voice and woke up, “How do you feel now?” this is his first sentence after he opened his eyes.

“You’re stupid.” I said, and held his cold hand in my hands, “Why do you choose to save me? Maybe you’ll die.”

“I know.” He smiled, “You’re my most important person. You saved me. If you die and I can help you, but I didn’t do so, how can I live along? If you die, my heart will die.”

After that, we became the best friends.

I decide to tell him.

“OK, Ken. I’ll tell you. I think you will be interested in it. But don’t tell anyone else.”

“I promise.” He says, with a big smile on his face. A wind passes by us. It’s so comfortable.

“Listen, do you remember my daughter Dielice?”

“Of course.”

“Now, she’s sitting beside me.” I say, drinking some tea.

He stares at me with his big eyes.

“She’s……waiting Jiang. You’re not kidding?”

“All the things I tell you next are all true. Will you trust me?”

“You never tell me lie. I trust you.”

“OK. Now, I’ll show you my daughter who is here.” 

I turn to Dielice. “Dielice, there are pens and paper here. Uncle Ken can’t see you but he misses you. Write down the words and talk to him.”

“No problem.” She smiles.

 Ken looks at the pen and the paper. He sees the pan moving by itself, like magic. He can’t say any words and keeps his mouth opened. Seconds later he becomes excited.

Dielice writes down few words: Hello, Uncle Ken. I’m Dielice. I miss you too. Don’t afraid of me, please.

“How amazing! Dielice, are you really here?” Ken cried like a baby. He’d never been so happy like this.

The pen movies again.

——Of course. I’m a ghost now. (^_^). She draws a smile face.

“Oh, I’ll never afraid. You’re still lovely.” Ken smiles with his closed.

——Thank you.

“By the way, why do you become a ghost?”

——I want to finish my wish.

“What’s your wish?”

——
“She doesn’t know. So I’m finding wish for her now.” I answer for Dielice.

Ken thinks a while.

“You think it maybe ‘PM’, right?”

“At least this is the only clue we have now.”

“Hey, add me to your ‘wish team’, Jiang. That sounds interesting. Let me help you!”

“Really? Thank you, Uncle Ken!” Dielice jump onto Ken’s back.

“Oh! What happen? I suddenly feel heavy.” He’s confused.

“Dielice is on your back now, she’s very happy. Dielice, come down.” I say to her and she comes to me.

“I feel light now. Alright, Dielice. I’ll help you.”

We talk a lot and we laugh loudly. The temperature outside becomes a little lower.

Life sometimes is good. 

“Go here! You got it!” Ken is telling Dielice how to play the game. Of course, the GBA is flouting in the air.

Ken can’t see Dielice, but he believes it and he’s not afraid. If someone else sees this, I think they will go to the hospital. Ken is a really amazing guy. He doesn’t care anything, even the thing is impossible. Only Ken is speaking. He can’t hear Dielice. But he’s still excited, like he can talk with Dielice. Dielice is excited too. I sit opposite them and look at them. This is the most amazing thing I’ve seen.

The sun goes down slowly. The sky is golden like gold. I nearly fall asleep. 

“Ha-ha! We did it! Dielice, we got it!” Ken’s sudden crying frightened me.

——Yeah! We did it!

I think there’s no problems about they talk with the paper.

“Jiang, we’ve done it.” Ken smiles.

“Good job.” I say.

Few minutes later, I remember something.

“Dielice. You are still here.” I say to her.

To make Ken can know what we are talking about, she writes down.

——Oh, I’m still here. So it’s not my real wish. 

She’s disappointed. Her face turns red and her eyes are wet. She’s going to cry.

“Dielice, it’s not your wrong. My dear, don’t cry.” I walk to her and hold her in my warm arms.

“Yes, it’s not your wrong. Look, you’re happy now, aren’t you?” Ken says gently.

——But……
“Forget it.” Ken stands up and has a deep breath, “It’s time for dinner now. I cook tonight. Have dinner here, won’t you?”

“OK, thank you, Ken.”

——Thanks, Uncle Ken.

The dinner was nice. Dielice and I were very satisfied. After dinner, we went home.

At night, we go to bed. Dielice sleeps beside me. I think about Dielice’s wish and look at the moon. She falls asleep in a few minutes. I close my eyes an hour later.

It’s midnight now.

“……Momi……”

I hear a low voice and I open my eyes a half.

“……Momi……”

I’ve heard this long time ago. I wake up. I see Dielice. She’s frowning. 
“What’s wrong, Dielice?” I ask, but she can’t hear me.

“……Momi, I miss you……” She says, something is in her eyes, like peal.
All my sleepy feeling fly away. I sit up and look at Dielice silently. She looks painful.

Dielice is calling Stephanie in her dream. At the moment, something pricks into my heart. It has no shape, but really hurts me deeply.

But an idea suddenly comes to my mind.

——If her wish is to see Stephanie?

It’s common for Dielice because Stephanie is her mother. But for me, it’s hard for me to see her and talk to her peacefully. She really hates me. And the biggest problem is: will she trust me that Dielice is still here?

——But, if it’s Dielice’s wish, how can I do?

I think a while and I really have no ideas.

I decide to ask Ken.

“What?!” A loud voice comes out of the house. The birds fly away.

“Ken, I’m not kidding.” I want to make him quiet. I don’t want Dielice hear this, “Cool down yourself, Ken. Listen to me. Last night, Dielice had a dream and she was crying as she called Stephanie.”

“Alright, Jiang.” He sits down, “I know what you mean. But……”

“It’s nearly impossible for me to talk to her.” I say out what he wants to say.

“Yes, that’s the problem.” He says.

“I’ve thought it for a whole night but I have no ideas about it. So I want to ask you if you have some idea.”

We both keep silent for few minutes.

“Maybe you can let Dielice to prove she’s real here.”

“But……will she……I mean will she get crazy?”

“‘If you don’t try, how can you know the result?’ You told me this, didn’t you?” Ken looked at my eyes.

My heart beat powerful.

“……I know what I’m going to do now. Thanks, Ken.” I smile. The clouds in the sky move away. Like the sky, my heart becomes bright.

“Do you need me go with you?”

“It must be done by myself.” I say.

“Alright——” Ken nods his head, closes his eyes and smiles, “Good luck.”

【Chapter 5】

“Bi——Bi——” I dial that number. I haven’t dialed it for 10 years. Few seconds later, the person speaks. I hear that familiar voice again.

“Hello, this is Stephanie. Who’s that?”

My heart beats very fast.

“……This is Jiang. I have something important to tell you. Stephanie, when are you free? Could you please come out and meet me again?”

“You can tell me in the phone. If it’s about you, you can put the phone off now.” I can feel she’s angry now. I know she doesn’t want to hear my voice again. But I must tell her.

“Well, it’s about Dielice. I can’t explain it clearly on the phone. Trust me this time.”

“Dielice……” Stephanie stops a second. “Only trust you this time.”

I put down the phone. My heart still beats fast. I can’t believe that she didn’t argue with me.

“Papa, who were you talking to?” Dielice come out of the room.

“Dielice, I’ll take you to see Momi in a few days.”

……
Dielice is standing there with her mouth is opened a little.

“What’s wrong, Dielice?” 

“……Momi……” she repeats in a low voice. 

Maybe my feeling is true. She misses Stephanie so much.

“Papa and Momi……again……” she’s still saying something to herself. Seconds later, she looks a little excited and there are tears in her eyes.

She suddenly fell down and falls asleep.

“Papa?” it’s evening now and Dielice wakes up. I’m sitting near the bed and reading a book.

“Good evening, Dielice.”

“What happened?” she asks.

“You were so excited and suddenly fell asleep.

“Alright. By the way, when will we go to see Momi?”

“Few days later.”

Dielice is quiet. I turn and see her face. Her face is pink and she’s smiling.

“What are you smiling?” I’m interested in it.

“Nothing.” She answers with a big smile.

This night is beautiful. The stars are playing in the sky quietly.
【Chapter 6】

“What do you want to tell me?” Stephanie drinks some coffee. I invented her to my house.

“Dielice is still here. Don’t be angry. Listen to me dispassionately.”

“……” she puts down the simple glass cup and says to me.

“I miss her too. But it’s impossible, Jiang.”

“If it’s true?”

“If you can prove it to me.”

I look to other side——I told Dielice to wait there and show Stephanie that she’s really here.

Dielice nods her head and stands up. She walks to the kitchen.

“Don’t be afraid. Dielice is doing the cookies.” I see Stephanie is frightened and looking at the things in the kitchen doing thing by themselves.

“You used something to make them move?” she asks.

“No, it’ Dielice. She’s doing things there.”
Two minutes later, Stephanie cools down and turns to me.

“Jiang, I know you did something, didn’t you? What do you want? Just making fun of me?” She laughs and she’s angry, “Why did I trust you and come here? It’s impossible for Dielice be here again! She’s gone!”
Stephanie stands up and shouts at me. Her voice is shaking and she’s trembling.

“I’m not kidding, Stephanie.” I also stand up and walk to her.

“Don’t come to me! I don’t want to listen to you! Keep away……”

Before she finishes shouting, I hold her with my powerful arms.

“What are you doing? Keep away! Keep away……” Her voice shakes a lot. She tries to push me away, but she can’t.

“I know you miss her. I know your feeling.” I say.

“You don’t know! I……I……I want to believe she’s here. But it’s impossible. I know it’s impossible!” she shouts out. Her long beautiful hair shakes with her head. She beats my chest.
Dielice runs to her room and takes her pen and paper.

——Momi, I’m here. I’m really here.

She’s smiling, but tears are in her eyes.

“…！…” Stephanie stops beating me. She looks at the paper flouting in the air. 

Time stops. It’s silent. Everything around us stops moving.

Seconds later, Stephanie’s eyes are full of liquid. 

“Dielice?……”

——Yes, Momi. I’m here.

Stephanie can’t believe in her eyes. She stands there with her big eyes. She cries. The tears are like peals, dropping on the floor.

——Momi. Why do you cry? Did I do something wrong?……
Dielice is worried.

“No, you didn’t do anything wrong.” Stephanie cleans her tears with her beautiful hands. She finally believes it. Her face becomes red, like an apple.

“Jiang.” She turns to me. “Can you tell me what happened?” 
【Chapter 7】

 “Alright.” Stephanie nods her head. I told her all the things.

“So you are trying to finish her wish, aren’t you?”

“Yes, I am.” I answer.

She turns to Dielice——Of course she can’t see Dielice.

“I miss you so much, my kitten. Why can’t I see you?” 

——I don’t know, Momi.

“That’s alright. At least, I’m lucky enough to talk to you again.” She smiles. 

Dielice smiles too. She jumps to the kitchen and brings the cookies.

——Momi, I made them. Papa taught me two weeks ago.

“Really? Let me try.” Stephanie eats one of them. 

“It’s delicious, my dear.” She’s like thinking something. Minutes later, she looks at me.

“Jiang, what happened that time?”

I distracted a while. This sudden question makes me confuse. 

“You lied that time. You were not really busy for your business, were you?”

I suddenly know what she’s saying.

“Half lie and half truth.” I walk to the window. There are two birds outside. I stare at the sky and think a while.
“I can tell you the truth now. It was Dielice’s birth before three days. That evening, my mother suddenly fell down and I sent her to the hospital. Doctors sent her to the operation room immediately. She had heart decease, you know. And that midnight, god made her sleep forever. I even didn’t have the chance to say what I want to say to her at last.” I still look at the sky. My eyes are hot like they are burning.

“After three days, I wanted go home to see you and Dielice. But I must bury my mother. I didn’t want you feel sad after you gave birth to our daughter. It’s harmful to your body. So I didn’t tell you my mother padded away and I told you I had some important things on business to do. I was on my way to the mortuary house.”

“Jiang……” Stephanie says in a low voice. She suddenly feels painful in her heart. Like something pricking her heart deeply.
 “Two days after I buried my mother, I decided to come back to see you. But one of my staff told me that our company went bankrupt. This attacked me a lot. I needed money that time, for you and our daughter, but I couldn’t tell you. You needed rest. If I lost my job that time, our life would be hard. Do you know my feeling of that time? No one can help me. I couldn’t tell you. All you needed to do was rest. I……”
I close my eyes to stop my tears. After a deep breath, I continue.

“At last, I kept my business, but I know……I lost the most important things……and I can’t redeem. It’ s too late.”

Seconds’ silent, like a century. 

“Why didn’t you tell me before?” Stephanie slowly walks to me. 

“I owed you too much. I didn’t know how to make you trust me how to explain all the things properly. I know you hated me so much……”

I suddenly feel warm. The feeling is similar. 

I remember. I didn’t have this feeling again for ten years. I turned back.

Stephanie is crying. She’s holding me with her warm hug.

“I’m sorry, Jiang.” She’s trembling. “I didn't know.”

“It’s past. It passed. I don't care.” I say.

“Let me help you, Jiang.” She has her arms unfettered. “Let’s finish Dielice’s wish together.”

My heart beats powerful. A gentle wind blows into the house. I can smell the fragrance of flowers. I feel light in my heart. The chains in my heart slowly melt.

“But I didn’t say I pardon you. Don’t be too happy.” She says with a powerful smile on her face.

“I know.” I smile.

Dielice stands behind Stephanie, looking at us silently.

——She’s crying. She’s smiling.

“Papa, Momi. You’re my happiness……” Dielice says in a low voice.

“OK, Dielice.” I squat down in front of Dielice. “We will help you together.”

“Thanks. I’m happy.” Her smile is sweet.

Suddenly, maybe it’s my misconception. Dielice becomes a little translucent for seconds.

“It’s impossible. She’s still here, right?” I ask myself. But at that moment, I really shook.

“By the way, Jiang. I’ll come again this Saturday. Remember to plan it.” Stephanie walks towards to the door and says.

“OK.”
After she leaves, I decide to talk to Ken about this.

“Dielice, stay here. I have something important to discuss with Uncle Ken. I’ll back before dinner.”

“OK, Papa.” She’s still smiling. This feeling is similar. But I go out quickly and don't think about it any more.

“Ken, Stephanie believed me. She will help to finish Dielice’s wish.”

“Really? Cool.” He claps his hand.

“Maybe it was my misconception, but I could feel I was afraid.” I want to tell Ken that feeling.

“What happened?”

“When I talked to Stephanie and she said she would help us. At that moment, I saw Dielice because a little translucent. Though it was only a moment, you know what I want to say.”

Ken looks at me with his dark brown small eyes.

“Yes, of course I know. ‘Maybe it’s her wish, but not all.’ You want to say this, right?”

“Yes.”

“I have the same opinion with you. I think her wish maybe is not for real things. Maybe it’s a felling or something she wants to see. Maybe she doesn’t want anything.”

“I think so.”

Half an hour later, I leave and go home. I’m still thinking the sentences that Ken said. I look at the sky. It’s red like blood. There’s no wind. I feel a little sad because of the view. Perhaps it’s because that day is as same as today.

I get home. Dinner is on the table and there’s a paper beside the plant.

——Papa. I’m tired and I go to sleep. Have your dinner. Good night.

I have dinner alone. This is the first time I have dinner alone after the summer began.

“You must feel lonely that time. We argued every day. Sorry.” I think.

Her wish is not real things. She wants a feeling.

But how can I do?
【Chapter 8】

“Sometimes, ghosts appear in this world again because they want something. The things can be simple, but it also can be very special. Maybe they didn't do something when they were alive. Maybe they want to see something happened……”

“Here it is. I’m talent!” Ken jumps up and he’s very excited.
It's midnight now. Ken is still reading books under his lamp. The books are all about the ghosts.

“In fact, you are still painful now, aren’t you, Jiang?” Ken moves to the window and says to himself. “Today is same as that day. The stars are light, the sky is dark, and you were here.”

Ten years ago. That day, Jiang lost the most important things for him——his family and his daughter. He went to Ken’s house and drank a lot.
“If I have a chance, if everything is just a dream. I want to change! Why can’t I be responsible for them? Why can I see everything happened in front of me? Even I can catch them, but I can’t stop them from being worth by my hands!”

Ken still remembers the sound. He still remember Jiang’s tears

“This time, I don’t want you to be sad again. I will help you to the best of my ability.”

Ken goes to bed.

【Chapter 9】
It’s near midsummer. It’s so hot outside.

Dielice wears the most brautiful dress, though only I can see her.

The sun is so bright. The clouds are soft and lovely. They moved by the wind comfortable. It’s cool today, though the sun is still burning.

“Where are we going?” Dielice runs after me.

“To the park, to see Momi.” I answer.

She doesn't say any more. I turn my head and see her. Her eyes are full of twinkling. I smile.

“Stephanie, where you are?”

“I see you. I’m under the tree behind you.”

I turn back and I see she’s waving her hand. Dielice runs to her and throw herself to Stephanie.

“Dielice!” I run after her.

“Oh, I suddenly feel heavy.”

“It’s Dielice. She’s holding you.”

“Really? I can feel it now.” Stephanie smiles and looks at Dielice——of course she can’t see, but it looks like she knows where Dielice is. It’s amazing.

We walk around the park and talk a lot. Dielice still write with her pen and paper.

“Really? Papa taught you this? It’s funny. I didn't know he can do this before.” Stephanie talks to Dielice happily 

“How long I’ve missed this feeling?”

I ask myself. When I see them both smiling happily, I seem find something I’ve missed for ten years. My eyes are a bit hot. I’m really happy now.

I hold Dielice’s hand. We go to the fountain and play the water. We go to the garden and feed the pigeons.

At the moment, we’re really like a family. Suddenly, my phone rings. It’s Ken.

“Sorry, in few minutes.”

“Ken?”

“Jiang, I’ve find something about ghosts. Listen, there’re many reasons for appearance of them. I think Dielice must appear for special reasons. Maybe she didn’t do something when she’s alive and maybe, she wants to see something happened.”

“See something happened……” I think a lot.

“Yeah, I think these can help you. You’re outside?”

“Yes, I’m out with Dielice and Stephanie in the park.”

“With……did you do it?” Ken is surprised by my words.

“Like you hear.” I smile.

“Alright. That’s prefect! Good luck, my friend!” he becomes excited.

“Thanks.”

I run back to Dielice and Stephanie.

“What happen?” Stephanie asks.

“A good thing. I find a way to help Dielice.”

“Oh, that’s nice.”

The sky becomes brighter like my heart.

“How nice the life can be.” I say.

“What do you say, Papa?” Dielice looks at me.

“Nothing.”

We all feel happy today. I see Stephanie smiles happily again like ten years before.

——Papa, Momi. I’m happy today. I love you!

Dielice runs around us.

“Your happiness is my happiness.” Stephanie says to her.

——But I’m still here. Oh……
Dielice stops writing. She stands there with her big opened eyes.

“What’s wrong, Dielice?” I worry about her.

——I……I feel light. I’m lighter than before.

She looks at me. Stephanie and I are both shock by her words.

“My deer, do you feel uncomfortable?” Stephanie worries but she doesn’t know what to do.

——No, I’m well.

“That’s fine.” We say at the same time.

After supper, I go to Ken’s house with Dielice. 

“Hey, Ken. We come again.”

“Welcome, my friend. How are you, Dielice?”

——Fine. Hello, Uncle Ken.

We have a cup of tea.

“Ken, I want to tell you something. Dielice said she become lighter.”

“Oh……” he is frightened. But seconds later he cools down.

“What did you do today?”

“Well, we played in the park for a whole day. We were all happy.”

He thinks a while and say. 

“You took Dielice to the beach before, didn’t you? Was she happy? ”

“I think so.”

——I was really happy, Uncle Ken.

Dielice writes.

“OK, Dielice. Which trip do you think is happier? Today or that day?”

——Of course today! But that day was happy too.

She looks excited.

“So, why do you think so?”

——Because Papa and Momi are both happy. They smiled happily.

I’m shocked by her words. Ken doesn't say anything, just looking at me.

Dielice feel happier than anytime when she sees Stephanie and I are happy. What a sensible girl she is! How disinterested she is suddenly I know something that I didn’t realized before.

 Home is a place that all the happiness should be there. How simple.

“But how difficult.” Ken says what I want to say.

I don’t think Stephanie will accept me, at least her parents won’t. But actually, maybe this is Dielice’s real wish.

My mixing feeling is written on my face. Dielice moves towards me.

“What’s wrong, Papa?”

“Oh, just……nothing.”

She stares at me with her crystal eyes. Seconds later, she smiles and holds me.

“You know my wish now, Papa,don’t you?”

“Yes, but I’m not sure……”

“How can you know the result if you don't try?”

Her voice is like a bell. It wakes me.

That’s right. I said this when Ken was disappointed in his life.

【Chapter 10】
“Stephanie, I know the method.” I call her.

“How?”

“Her wish is ours happiness. She wants to see us be together.”

“But, Jiang. It’s, it’s impossible.”

“I know……let me think it again.”

I sleep early today.

“The sun is burning. There’s no wind.”

——This view is similar.

“Papa, Momi, grandpa and grandma are in the park.”

——I see me. Who am I now?

“You have no qualification to be Dielice’s father!”

——Don is roaring at me. Suddenly, I feel very sad and worry. I can’t control myself and run to them. I tell me to play hide-and-seek.

I know I’m Dielice now. I run away and hide under a tree. It’s three hours ago. I’m really sad, not because I didn't come to find me. Because they’re still arguing.

“I want to see them all happy again. No argument, no angry.”

——I want them to be friendly to each other. Just be friendly.

I wake up. Dielice is sleeping beside me. I had a dream. I was Dielice in my dream. I felt painful. But at that moment, I knew Dielice’s real wish. And I also know I can’t finish it by myself.

——I need everyone who argued that time together. That’s true. Stephanie, Don, Jean and I.
【Chapter 11】

“……Stephanie, do you understand? That’s all we need to do.” I get up at 8 o’clock and call her. I tell her my dream.

“Alright. I will try to explain the things you told me to my parents.”

Two days later, Stephanie calls me.

“Come with Dielice. At the park.”

“OK.”

I put down the phone and call Dielice. 

“What, Papa?” she runs to me.

“To finish your wish. Let’s go.”

“Papa……OK, wait me a moment.” She runs to the bedroom happily. Minutes later, she comes out in a beautiful white dress. I bought it one week ago. It’s very fits her.

It’s midsummer now. The sun wants to burn everything. I can see mirage on the road. My body is thorough wet after I walk on the road for five minutes. It’s August 10th today.

We get to the park and I see them——Stephanie and her parents.

“Sorry, we are late.” I apologize.

“No, we are too early.” Stephanie says.

“You are always like this. We know. You needn’t explain.” Don’s words are full of “gunpowder”.

“Dad, please.” Stephanie looks at Don.

Jean comes to me. “What do you want to say? You laid Stephanie and you want to stay with her again?” she says angry.

“No, I didn't lie. It’s true.”

“It's impossible for Dielice be here again, liar.” Don looks like he wants to beat me. Stephanie stops him.

“Jiang didn’t lie. That’s true. Dielice is here now. Dad, you will make her frighten.”

I see Dielice. Her head is down. She’s tremble. 

“Dielice, don’t be afraid. I’m here. Momi is here.” I put my hand on her shoulders. 

“……Papa. I’m OK.” She looks at me. She’s smiling but her eyes are a little red.

“Dielice……” I feel painful. I hold her in my arms.

Stephanie comes to us. “Dielice, don’t be afraid.”

Then she turns to Don and Jean.

“Why do you still hate him? I’ve explain all the things. Jiang didn't at home that time because many things happened to him. His mother died and his business went bankrupt. Why you can’t understand……”

“Of course we trust these!” Don interrupts her. “Why didn't he tell us that time? Because of those misunderstanding, we all lost many important things, didn't we?” his voice is shaking.

“We lost Dielice. She was innocent. ” Jean cries.

I’m moved by them. 

“Father, mother……” I call them without thinking.

“I’m sorry. I thought you would have pressure if I told you. I was wrong. I know it now. Sorry. ” my eyes burns, like burned by the sun.

It’s silent. Only trees are wispping. Only wind is walking around us gently.

——Grandpa, grandma. Don’t cry. Dielice is here. I’m here. I miss you.

Dielice runs to Don and Jean. She writes down the words and shows the paper to them.

“What……” they are both surprised.

“Dielice is really here.” Stephanie says to them.

Just seconds later, they cry out at the same time.

“Dielice……Dielice! Sorry. We are sorry, Dielice.” this is the first time I see Don and Jean crying like kids.

——Grandpa, grandma.

“I miss you too much, Dielice.” Jean says to Dielice, she says to the air.

——I miss you too. 

Dielice is also crying. I don't stop her. 

“Why Stephanie, Don and Jean can believe that Dielice is here so quick?” I ask myself. But I know the answer. 

Even if Dielice didn't write anything, they would believe. Because they want to believe, because they love Dielice. If it’s me, I will believe, too. Like them.

“This is love, Jiang.” Stephanie says to me.

“I know. Stephanie.” I look at her face.

“What's wrong?”

“……” I hold her in my arms tightly.

“Jiang, don't……” 

“Sorry, I love you. I still love you and Dielice. It was my fault.” My tears drop on the ground. I can’t stop myself.

“Jiang……” she trembles. “I accept your apologize.” Then she holds me with her arms.

Don and Jean come to us silently. I loosen my arms.

“Father, mother. Can I call you like this?” I look at them.

“We didn't say you can’t, Jiang. We accept your apologize.” They smile to me.

It’s tearful. They hold me in their warm arms. It’s so powerful. It’s so warm. All the ice in my heart is broken by them. I can’t stop crying. This is the feeling from the family. This is the power from the family.

“Dielice!” Stephanie suddenly exclaimed. She is staring at somewhere. We all turn our heads. Dielice is standing there. 

“Dielice!” Don and Jean also exclaimed.

They can see her! It's amazing. All of them can see her. But at the moment, I have a feeling that something is going to happen.

“Papa, Momi, grandpa, grandma. Can you see me now?”

“Of course, my deer.” Stephanie runs to her and holds her up.

“How light you are.” As she holds Dielice up, she says.

Don and Jean also run to them, so am I. We hold Dielice together.

Dielice cries, but she’s still smiling. 

“Summer is the best season. I think I’ve finished my wish. I see you together again. No argument, no anger. You are all happy now. I remember, this is my real wish.”

Her smile is so beautiful and sweet. I feel so painful in my heart because I know what she means. I look around. All of them must feel like me now. We all know Dielice is going to disappear. Our expressions are all sad.

“Papa, Momi, grandpa, grandma. Don’t be sad. It’s just the begging. Your life is just start now. You mustn’t be sad. Let’s smile. I like your smiles. I feel happy when I see your smiles.”

This time, all of us don’t cry, but keep smiling. We don’t want to make Dielice sad before she goes. Smiling is her favorite expression.

“I must go now, sorry. I’m always staying with you. Whatever what happen, I love you forever.”

“We also love you forever, Dielice.” We all kiss her face.

“Remember……keep smiling……miao……”

Dielice gradually disappear. Suddenly, it begins to rain. It only keeps few minutes. The sun is still in the sky. The rain stops. A rainbow rises in the sky.

“It’s her present.” Stephanie says.

“Stephanie, can you give me a chance. I will do my duty.” 

A gentle wind passes by us. 

“I trust you only this time.” She smiles and holds me.

Whatever what happen, your family will love you forever. It is the warmest place in the world. 

Whatever what happen, keep smiling when you meet with troubles. It can help you solve everything.

And whatever what happen, love will be always with if you trust it.

The memory in this summer is the most precious thing for me. I’ll never forget, whatever the smile or tear. I’ll treasure them.

I will start a new life. For Stephanie, for Dielice, for me, for the promise.

-The End-
Way Back Home
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Chapter  0 

  People knew nothing about her when she arrived in Nahsi village.
  Who's she? How old was she? Where did she come from? People could not find any clue to her identity to answer these questions.
  When the villagers tried to ask her some questions, her mouth was contorted in a snarl like a wild animal. Those who were swarming around the carriage were all bore back ,nobody near close to this carriage rashly again.
  No clothing or blankets, she was as naked as when she was born and caged in a sheet-pile cage. She Growled, cowered and either bit or clawed to anyone who closed to her. The villagers leaved all the jobs and gathered at the gate of the village to see this monster that was caught from the forest to make fun. But they gained nothing from her. It’s because she never owned a thing, even herself.
  But she would received her first gift soon. It was the second thing she owned except life.
  —— A name.

 
  The person who gave this girl a gift was called Keith.
  Keith got out of the crowd at an amble, and stopped in front of the cage. He extended his right hand, in the name of Lord, and gave the girl a name.
  The girl calmed down and turned her face to Keith. Her head was slightly wobbling, stirring the mess of her hair, and showed her black eyes. Her eyes were bent insistently on Keith's pallid face, then she stretched herself out on the ground slowly. 
  At this time, Keith called her name.
  —— Saarantuyaa.
  The girl didn’t know the name only belonged to her, and she didn’t know this name would bring her out of the mixed up world, led her into the unknown.
  No, at this time, the girl didn't know what would happen on her during her whole life. She just simply liked the man saying the ups and downs tone in a hoarse whisper.
  So she held out her hand and left three scratches on his face.

(Saarantuyaa: a name form Keith’s country. In the lower chapter people call this girl Sarah.)
Chapter 1 

  “Sarah!”A countrywoman was screeching. She carried a Rolling pin and rushed out the dark room. There was nobody outside the door. Suddenly, the rustling leaves broke the stillness. The woman followed the movement; she saw the branches were lunging violently. Sarah trotted quickly away and was soon hidden in the thick forest. 

  “Damn! You skunk! Thief! Animal!” The woman slung a stone at that direction but hit nothing, the stone in vain to fell back to the ground. 

  As long as she climbed up a tree, nobody could catch her. The countrywoman clearly knew that, so before the stone fell back to the ground, she had gone away. Of course, don't ever try to bully the women in Nahsi village; they didn't let it end like this forever.

 When there's a knock on the door, Keith was preparing for the evening meditation. If possible, he really didn’t want to meet a guest at this time. However, if there were no special reasons, nobody would come to visit this single lonely man. What’s more, the knocking had hinted about the purpose of their visit.

  Keith opened the door, an indignant woman appeared. At the same time, Keith saw a shriveled face —— The wizard also came with that woman. The woman started to shout at him, she even spit on his face. Keith leaned his face down and listened silently, there was no expression on his face. He was insensitive to her curse or the pain that the rolling pin hit at him. At last, the woman got tired and also thirsty. She started in a flat voice and took the water he offered. With an effort, she drained off the whole bottle. The woman wiped his mouth, and shut up. It’s his turn to say something, but he did not. He turned his eyes to the wizard. Therefore, the wizard spoke. He said a few words, and then backed to the darkness. Keith reflected for a moment, and then held out his hand, made a gesture of commitment. The woman, and the wizard seemed satisfied, they went home with several packages of herbal medicine what Keith sent them.

  Keith didn’t get into his house at once; he stopped by the door and shot a glance at the old tree which near the door. 

  “You must learn how to walk on the ground.” Said Keith. He turned around and got into his house.

  The leaves of the old tree were unfolded; a shadow was slipping dilatory from the trunk. The door was unlatched, Sarah peeped at Keith through the crack of it. He was grinding herbs. Sarah pushed open the door and she was ready to make a run any time. Keith didn’t look at her; he was bent on his work. Sarah stood on tiptoe and run back to her bed quickly. It’s the only place which snow in the firelight.

  “She still has a terror of fire.” Keith sighed in his mind. Although she started to wear human’s clothes, started to use her legs when she walk instead of using all her four limbs and knew thatched cottage was better than leaves to keep out wind and rain, even she was able to listen what human say, she was still afraid of fire and refused to speak. From when Keith used five shells bought her from an old hunter, a year went past. He taught her bit by bit; let her learn how to be a person. But, it was more difficult than he thought. Although Sarah had improved, more often she looked like a trained beast.

  The idea once again broke into Keith’s mind but he refused it. He didn’t want to Shrug shoulders and say like “It was too late! She lived in the forest form an early age and had lived with wild animals for more than ten years. Brutal consciousness had eaten into her bones! It was too late to teach her how to be a person! It was too late! "Though this may be easier. 

  But Keith still refused to do this. That’s all right. Anyway, the richest thing a rhizotomist has is patience.

  Sarah was holding hands and knees, rocking back and forth rhythmically. She was still keeping her eyes on Keith. It was not the keen and alert expression any more. More than a year's time, they lived together, she lingered away the majority of curiosity, and the remaining thing in her eyes became purer and purer.

  Sarah didn’t know why she always likes looking at this miasmatic and pallid face, it would always be one expression, calm and cool. Whatever she did to him, he never got angry. In fact, she never saw him lose his temper, and she also never saw him smile. Keith lived alone in the forest; he was spared of speech and rarely mingled with persons in this village.

  These things didn’t change until Sarah appeared.

  Now he was still living in the forest and trying not to talk with people but Sarah added to his house. Because of Sarah, Keith had to communicate with villagers to do some trading. Although he changed his life style for her and used most of his money to buy her, he never pretended to be the master of her. Except for the first few months, in order to check this whelp’s destructive force, Keith had to lock her in a cage. But when he thought that they had known each other, he opened the door of the cage at once.

  On that day, Keith didn’t act as usual. He put a loaf of bread on the table instead of putting it into the cage. Then he opened the door.

  Sarah never kept her eyes off him and he was keeping his eyes on her as she did. A short time later, Sarah crawled to the cage’s door tentatively. The man seemed to be congealed, he had no expression.

  His eyes were quite blue, like the vast deep sky. When Sarah hadn’t been caught, she always climbed to the top of a tree to watch the beautiful blue sky from morning till night. At the time, she was still free.

  And then, under the profound gaze of Keith, Sarah jumped out of the cage and pushed the door, sopped herself to the snow - capped wild world. 
  Two days later, also under the profound gaze of Keith, she rushed fiercely to the bread at an equal rate. Although the bread became as hard as a stone, it didn’t spoil her appetite.

  Although this child used two days’ time to walk to the table, she did. It was a good beginning. Keith put a bowl of hot soup in front of her. She bent down and put her mouth to the soup, and then she suddenly leapt with a screech and rubbed her mouth. She arched her back and made a sad cry.

  “This is the world you have chosen.” said Keith. “The rules there are different from what you learn before, and they will be more difficult to understand. Now, you have made a choice. That’s good because you have to make a decision between two things and it is completely chose by yourself. Either of them is not completely right or wrong. But as you have made a decision, then you have no leeway.” This was the first lesson Keith gave her.

  At that time, Sarah didn’t know this language from his country. But it didn’t hinder her in understanding. The hurt in her mouth was better than any other word.

  Keith’s lessons were basically using no words. Except for walking upright, being dressed and taking shower, he never asked Sarah to do anything else compulsively.

Chapter 2
  Most of the time, Keith would bring her to where he grew herbs. The herbs that he grew was strange, it must be planted in the sea.

  Sarah was so happy when she came there. She was dancing like a loony. 

  The clear blue sky looks like the deep sea. Beyond the coral reef the open sea is dark blue. The morning wind rising from the sea fresher them up.

  Vast stretches of flower fields grew in the shallow sea, the flowers were clearly outlined in the light of the lamp, and it just looked like a huge piece of amethyst. The color made her want to cry.

  She swam in the sea and picked a flower petal and put it into her mouth. And then she spit out the petal with a wretched look and looked at Keith with an expression of hatred.

  At this time, Sarah seemed to see a smile rested on his lips. The sea sparkled in the sunlight. His gold hair was glinting in the sunlight.

  Something opened up in the warmth of the sun.

  Sarah didn’t know what it is, at that moment; she had a sudden fancy for his long eyelashes.

  They worked here all days, they planted herbs, collected them and dried them, used it to make medicine. Keith tried to teach her some basic knowledge of medical herb. 

  However, when she felt tired, she could always go away to do other things, and then brought some troubles back to Keith just like this time. But it is not completely the same this time. Sarah could smell some slight changes though she couldn’t completely understand what these changes would bring to her.

  When the country woman and the wizard came, Sarah had hidden in the old tree in front of Keith’s house. She saw the whole process with her own eyes. The only thing Sarah didn’t know was how Keith could make them clam down so fast, it was impossible before. But she did not think about it anymore. She took out a hunk of cheese and broke it into halves. One half she hided and the other half she put it on the table. 

  Keith put down the stone pestle and looked at her, his eyes was cold and made her fear.

  “This thing cannot indulge me but you, and we must pay the price for it. Do you know how much it value?” He asked.

  Sarah cast her eyes down and retracted her smile. She didn’t understand, and she wouldn’t understand. The only thing she thought about was that Keith could eat this cheese. In that case, he could be stronger. Only the strong ones could live in the forest —— It was the law in the forest.

  Keith started to do his job and said nothing.

  This was the first time Keith accused her for the mistake what she did no less than 3 times. It must be something that had happened. But what is it? Sarah shifted uncomfortably and took a look at Keith.

  The flame being shown in his face, a huge and strange shadow was dancing on the wall silently.

Chapter3
  People knew few about Keith. Ten years ago, this young man came to their village. He used medicines to exchange clothes, food and other goods. In several years, he came to the village on New Year’s Day to trade. As this, ten years past, villagers knew him still limited to “white clothes, blue eyes”. Even the most frequent chiefs with him only knew that he was a wandering rhizotomist and he lived alone in his house which was tucked away in the deep woods. After three years, villagers became accustomed to him except for the wizard.

  When they met for the first time, the wizard looked at him for less than five seconds, and concluded that he is not ordinary people. He raised his arm that was covered with spell and pointed at Keith, cried in a trembling voice: “Power! The lord of power!” From then on, his curiosity was piqued and never ended. Therefore, when he predicted that there will be a visitation of plague, he recollected Keith at once, and succeeded in persuading village head of this plan.  
  The plan went on smoothly. In the near future, Keith would move into this village, became a member of villagers. He would cure disease and check the spread of the disease. Yes, he had this kind of power, the wizard was confident about that.

  In order to meet Keith, the wizard came at an early hour to wait for him at the entrance to the village. 

  Keith did come, but also brought a trouble.

  A hand pulled Keith’s cloth so hard to stop him from stepping forward. 

  Keith stopped; he turned around and looked at Sarah. 

  It was the third time. He didn’t get angry; he looked at her very quietly. Sarah looked at him with sad eyes. She begged him in the eyes and he used his eyes to refuse her request. The nearer they got to the village, the imploring glance was stronger. Keith seemed almost impervious. He made her grasp relax and kept the journey continues. He did not want her to follow, she could go home anytime. Although she was very reluctant, she followed Keith step-by-step. As they were getting to the end, Sarah pulled his cloth again. Because of too much force, she tore a small hole in it. Keith tried to press her fingers from the cloth but did not success. He caught her wrists and tore them from his shoulders -- once, twice, thrice he swayed this way and that. In desperation Sarah did not move her hands. He crouched down to stroke her. “The woman did yesterday, only I go to that village and live there, they will forgive you. You stole their things, and a thief’s hands will be cut down.”

  Sarah shrugged, feigning nonchalance. Keith knew what she was thinking about, and he knew Nahsi village was rarely used this cruel punishment. But he also knew what the key point was. The villagers didn’t care about that damn cheese. All they wanted was he. 

  “You go. You did the things that allowed them to cut down your hands. If they want, they have the power to do that.” Keith said, and got rid of her hand rambunctiously.

  He rounded a curve, Nahsi village was here. He saw the wizard. The wizard smiled and came toward him. Suddenly a voice cried behind him and the leaves quivered. Although Keith didn’t turn back, he knew Sarah had hidden in the tree.

  “Welcome to Nahsi village, my Lord. The wizard drew a circle in the chest, make a welcome gesture. “We have prepared your home; please allow me to lead the way for you.”

  Keith gave a nod of assent.

  But the wizard didn’t move. He looked at the tree which behind Keith.

  “The village head said that I could bring my own things.” Keith said in a cool manner and didn’t move or retreat. The wizard made a very civil bow to him to show his submissive posture but also tried to defend himself.

  “Anyway, beast is danger. We don’t hope anything happen.”

  “Her name is Saarantuyaa, Sarah.” Keith said and moved faster. 

  Keith’s new house was located in the beach. The rooms were clear and concise, have no unnecessary furniture. But it is quite satisfactory —— just the thing Keith want.

  Villagers regarded this man with reverence. They didn’t come to disturb him.

  The first day Keith came to Nahsi village was so peaceful. He even thought that expect the road to the fields was longer, nothing would change.

  But Sarah didn’t think so. She didn’t climb down the tree all day. She jumped from one tree to another in the courtyard. She could hardly restrain herself to go back to the forest. At night, she was hungry and cold but she didn’t want to come into the house. She cried sadly all night. People in the neighborhood all felt sad except for Keith.

  Finally, on the second day morning, the rhizotomist found that Sarah lay on the table and fell asleep. “She will be accustomed to living here?” Keith said. But later, he found out he was wrong.

                           Chapter 4 

  Sarah still felt uncomfortable to lived in here. Although she slept in the living room and kitchen before, it is different from living in the crowd. Every time when patients came to see Keith, it would cause a panic.

  Sarah cried in a high voice and jumped up and down like a monkey. At this time, Keith would explain to his patients: “She mustn’t forget her time in cage.” The visitors knew and run in a great flurry away from this house.

  Three days later, Sarah calmed down. Now Keith noticed another thing.

  Outside their house was a beach, where children always play together. One day, Keith saw her looking out of the window. She hung with the feet in the house beam and shook her body. The noise of children came into her ears. She stared with wide eyes and light was shining in her eyes with envy. It was the first time Keith saw she was interested in other people.

  He walked to her. “I have to collect herbs in the forest; you stay here, all right?”

  Sarah stopped shaking; she stared at him with puzzle. Formerly, he would go to the sea with her. “Play with children.” He said her heartfelt wish in a gentle voice and then set out.

  Just before parting, he didn’t close the door. 

  Sarah jumped back to the ground; she did nothing but looked at those children as if in a trance.

  Keith’s heart was overflowing with happiness. At first it was because of Sarah, but later the happiness of coming back to the forest completely occupied his mind. Coming back to the forest was like returning to the embrace of mother.

  Ten years ago, the forest cured him and helped him to find his new talent. She taught him to understand the real features of all kinds of plants and gave him a new identity in this world.

  The path petered out deep in the forest, Keith followed it. He liked walking into the forest to communicate with the nature. Many wild flowers grew in the forest mold, a carpet of leaves and pine needles on the forest floor. He walked through the forest breathing the scent of pines. The light green represents earth, signifying the infinite inside for nourishing the life.

  Ten years ago, Keith was a gladiator. In his life, adventures were more than thought, struggling was more than experience. He used his martial arts to protect his friends and won the honor. At that time, there were only two components in the world-- "on" and "wrong". Until one task at a time, he was seriously wounded and lost his power. Then, he left his friends, came to the island alone, in the long plain days he began to examine all the beauty of life. 

  And later, he met Sarah, he bought her and took her home, started to live with her.

  He had a hunch that this might be the beginning of the trouble, but he had no other choices.

  On that child, he felt a kind of “power”, it was strong and chaotic. What’s more, it was very dangerous.

  Keith wasn't sure if he could give the child the right guidance, he also knew that he lost the fighting force and if he and the child were involved together, it would be a terrible consequences, but he still bought her.

  All along, he did a careful observation of her, did his best to teach her, and guided her, but he was careful not to force her. This year, his attention to her was far more than herbs.

  But up till now, in his mind, there was no clear answer to explain why he would let his fate go together with that wild child?

  The next day morning, Keith went back to Nahsi village. 

  Sarah was not at home. By noon, there was still no sign of her. Keith could not sit with herbs anymore.

  She was not hiding on the threes which were planted in the courtyard.

  She was not hiding in the house's quiet corner.

  She was not at the beach.

  It was extraordinarily quiet. Something must be wrong. Keith’s heartbeat was feeble and irregular. He felt difficult to breathe; old wounds began to torment him. He was hesitating in the village. The glaring light of high noon hurt his eyes. Everything was glinting in the sunlight.

  It’s too quiet.

  Was anything wrong?

  How still it is, he thought. So still that it feels mysterious. There was not a soul in the sight, everything seemed to fall asleep. It was noon; men should be fishing at sea, while women were weaving at home. 

  Suddenly, Keith finally understood why it was so quiet.

  He tried to open the door, but every door was inserted on the latch, every family used silence to answer him.

  People shut the door, just like what they did to bad luck. Keith took a deep breath and swallowed the bitter in his throat. Now he wished they could do this to Sarah. 
If they only did that, it was fine. But he knew it was impossible. Sarah was different from him, she hadn’t got her power, and in other words, she still did not know how to use her power. The most terrible thing is, the villagers did not regard her as a person. In their eyes, she was the naked beast who was locked in a cage.

  Necessary, Keith finally knocked on the wizard’s door.

  The wizard had no children. So he opened the door.

  “What did the children do to Sarah?”

  “It is not here.”

  “Her name is Saarantuyaa!” Keith growled. He found that he had never hated the wizard so much. He dreamed that he was still a gladiator and he killed this old man in front of him.

  “She is not here.” The wizard replied in a trembling voice.

  “I want to see the kids in this village, but they took the children and kept them at home!”
  “They don’t mean to ...They, they're just kids.”

  Keith calmed down a little, nodded his head and muttered: "I just want to know what's happening?"
  Soon, a 14-year-old boy was asked to explain what was happening on Sarah to Keith.

  He lowered his head, his legs were trembling, because of fear, he was afraid to lie. He told Keith what happed yesterday afternoon.

  Keith didn’t get angry any longer. He said nothing but listen to the boy said how they siege Sarah and pushed her into a rapid river, looked how she struggled and disappeared in the torrent. He looked at the timid boy, the boy was the head of those children. Now he was shivering, but yesterday he was there to issue orders. Keith couldn't imagine what kind of expression this young face was yesterday. He was a child, he looked younger than Sarah. But he threw stones to her, used branches to whip her, gave her a kick with his feet and put mud into her mouth.

  Keith suddenly stood up and dashed through the door. He must find Sarah as soon as possible. 

  He believed that she still alive.

  She must be alive.

  Keith found her in the lower reaches of the river. She was lying in a big black stone in the middle of the river. Behind her is a big waterfall.

  Keith took this scared girl to the village.

  Sarah was injured all over the body, she had a total of 7 fractures and a sign of internal bleeding. It was a miracle that she was able to live. Under Keith’s care, her illness had taken a turn fast for the better. But the only thing that got better was her body.

  She rallied from her high fever , but she didn’t wake up.

  Since a week ago, Keith saw her fighting with nightmare. She cried and struggled. Although Keith called her name for many times, he could not bring her back to the real world.

  Sarah walked in the darkness. She felt cold and helpless. She didn’t know where she would go, she knew she was asleep and tried to get up. 

  No one could help her.

  Only she could do this.

  She could hardly breathe, she tried to hold something. She held nothing.

  She cried but she could not feel her tears and her voice. She wanted to ask for help, a man’s shadow appeared. She knew it, she knew his name. So she called him but she could not say a word, her tongue was as hard as stone. When she could be able to control her tongue, she had already forgotten his name. She tried to remember what he looks like , but she could not remember anything about him. 

  It was a long time......

  Sarah no longer felt cold. She noticed that she had nothing to fear. 

  Yes, the darkness was so familiar and gentle. Its arms closed around her gently, holding her against it. Only the darkness cared about her. The world of light forsook her and put her down. But the darkness was like her mother. She was admitted by the darkness. She opened her arms and held the darkness.....

  She felt “power”. The power was in the darkness, the darkness was full of power.

  She was burning. She was the lord of darkness. She was born in filth and grew in filth, now the fire would burn everything. 

  Sarah called a strange name. She never heard it before. She came back.

 Chapter5 

  When Sarah was in a coma, the wizard came to visit Keith. 

  “If you agree, I can pray to God for her safety.” The wizard said.

  Keith didn’t answer him. He kept close watch on this old man and wanted to make clear what he came for.

  “You know, the monsoon is coming... God told me there would be a pestilence in monsoon. And, if you leave now...”

  “I will not break the promise.”

  The wizard was shocked. He was most impatient to say: “You will stay here? What! That’s great! I was discussing with my head on how to punish those kids.” 

  The rhizotomist shook his head. 

  “Will you set this pitiful child back to the forest?” The wizard tried to make an attempt at Keith’s mind.

  The rhizotomist still shook his head. At that moment, the smoke was ascending slowly from the pots on the stove. Keith stood up and took down the pots, pour-out the green thick liquid medicine.

  “Well, I have to go now.” The wizard rose and took his leave.

  Keith nodded his head and saw off the wizard. When he closed the door and returned to the room, he found that Sarah was disappearing from the bed.

  Keith felt unbearably cold and had a stomachache. How long hadn’t he got this feeling? He remembered the last time was ten years ago, he was in a fierce battle and was on the verge of death. But now, this kind of feeling came again and he was suffocated to death. He had no power to revolt, he was no longer the strong gladiator.

  Keith turned around and rushed to the door, suddenly he collided with someone.

  She stood up from the ground, smiled and looked at Keith. Keith suddenly had a strong feeling and had a sigh. They held together to form a clique.

  “Saarantuyaa...” 

  She was always behind him in the first place, but he was about to lose her again.

  Keith held Sarah in his arms powerfully. Sarah could hear his heart was beating violently in his breast. Sarah didn’t like physical contact, but this time, she did not refuse. She bent over his arms silently. She liked the scent of wild flowers from his body. The man in the darkness had the same scent. She followed him so she could come back to the real world. She didn’t know why she would come back. But Keith was here, that wasn’t too bad! The one who led her back was he? Maybe they were the same person.

  After a while, Keith loosened his grip and saw her face.

  She had no change. Her face was still cute and had a confused look. At the same time, Sarah was watching him.

  Keith didn’t know why, something in Sarah’s eyes let him feel uncomfortable and strange.

  “Are you OK? How can you wake up?”

  Sarah nodded her head and made a gesture of call.

  In the meantime, the other Sarah was shaking her head. She realized that he was not Keith because she could feel his skin was as hard as pig iron though she was in darkness.

  The news that Sarah had woke up spread over the village. The next day, some country women sent some fresh fruit and new clothes to Keith in order to remedy their kids’ mistake or cool his anger. Keith took all these gifts. As for these kids, they sent a deputy to see Sarah —— He was the kid last night. His name was Jim. He was the clan elder’s son.

  When Sarah first saw this kid, she stroked her fist recklessly on the table and wanted to tear him to ribbons. But in fact, she was drawing back. When the boy came toward her, she was drawing back little by little, finally she snuggled up to the wall. She opened her mouth and breathed hard. It seemed to be back to the time when she was being bully.

  “I am going to call on you. I feel sorry for what I had done before. I am sorry.” Jim said word by word, he didn’t think Sarah can understand human’s language.

  Sarah turned her eyes to Keith. His pallid face was full of excuse. Her sight line turned back to the kid’s delicate features. She really didn’t understand them, these people. Their behavior was out of her faculty of understanding. They attacked her, not for the sake of eating her or robbing her food. She didn’t understand them. Now he was extending his hand and smiling to her. But Sarah did not know if she would accept his apologize. She was different from Keith. She knew Keith and completely trusted him but she still didn’t trust him.

  A strong feeling multiplied in her mind. This feeling made her trust that kid.

  She longed for being with people. She kept her counsel deep in her mind.

  The boy was still smiling, he didn’t retracted his hand. 

  Sarah wanted to know if his hand was warm, so she used the fastest velocity to touch his hand and retracted quickly.

  It was warm. She put her hands behind her back and smiled like a winner.

  From that day on, this pretty boy who called Jim became Sarah’s friend. Although Sarah was still keeping a wary eye on Jim and didn’t want to speak, he felt quite satisfied.

  Find a crowd. A crowd could teach Sarah how to be a real person. That’s the thing Keith could not teach her. This was the real reason for him to come to Nahsi village. He had thought that people will have an attitude of exclusion at the beginning and Sarah would not feel shocked and afraid.

  But everything seemed to become better. Sarah began to touch people. She was even willing to touch Jim. What’s more, she trusted him, she trusted the boy who bullied her before.

  Keith believed that one day, Sarah would be a member of this village, and she would play with other kids in the beaches instead of playing in the thick forest.  

  One day, Jim brought other boys to Sarah. “Do you want to play with us?” Jim asked. 

  Sarah used her eyes to ask Keith.

  “Can you bring her back before night?” Keith asked Jim.

  “Of course, my dear lord. But I have to say that you look like my mother when you are saying these words!”

  What he said aroused a blast of guffaw . Keith could not find Sarah’s face among them. It was not easy. She looked the same as these children now. At that moment, he was puzzled. He did not know if he did is right or wrong. When he cheered up, the kids had run away.

Chapter 6

  “Do not be afraid.” Jim said. With a passive sort of smile he let go of her hand. He walked into the kids. The kids bore back and gave way to their “King”. They were watching him seating on the throne in all his majesty.

There ensued a pause.

No bird was singing, no leaf was shaking. The wind fell dead.

Sarah stood there, she was far away from the throne. The throne was so shining, it hurt her eyes. The kids were watching her, their eyes were as hard as chilled steel.

Jim was the same as these kids.

Jim said loudly, “What do you think of it? It’s my kingdom! Grown-ups are afraid to come there, they say this forest behind me has magic! They call it the Hengan forest. But my dad does not believe it, so he is the only hunter in this village! I do not believe it too, I am the king of this forest! This is my territory, I brought them  here for fun. You——Do you want to play with us?” 

Sarah did not answer.

“Look! She cannot understand human’s language!”A boy said.

“Shut your trap! You stupid jerk!”Jim snapped.

When Jim turned his face to Sarah, he became gentle. “I know you understand what I said, don’t you? Tell them you can understand. Don’t be afraid, I’m protecting you. You have to let them know you can understand their words, then they will play with you.”

Sarah nodded her head slowly.

The children exclaimed with excitement.

Jim’s eyes ranged over his friends, the kids were quiet quickly.

“Do you want to play with us?” Jim leaned forward to ask. 

This time, he did not wait for a long time. When he saw Sarah nod her head gently, he smiled. But the kids around them did not make any noise. They were waiting for something.

“I know you would like to play with us, but they do not know. Prove to them, OK?”

Sarah raised her downcast eyes. She felt the temperature was going up around her. What were they looking forward to?
“Can I have a look at the original you?”

Some kids were laughing.

“It is easy, come around to yourself. You are my dad’s prey. You were crawling along the ground before, weren’t you? Come on! Come crawling to here! Now you grow up, maybe you can be my mount. ” Jim jumped off the throne and came toward Sarah.

Sarah didn’t move. She looked down at the ground and looked at her shadow.

When Jim pushed her, she still didn’t move. She fell and got a nasty bang on the knee. It didn't get much better than that, she could get closer to her shadow. So she didn’t stand up.

Screaming and laughter was boiling in her ears. Sarah kissed her shadow, letting the shadow covered with her eyes.

This shallow black life was lying quietly. It was primitive and barbarous.

It was always with her.

She was it.

The wild child in the Hengan forest.

She was lying quietly. Her head was buried in her arms.

Jim kicked her in the back and then pushed down his foot with all his strength. Sarah went limp and almost fell on the ground. But she held.

She lay at rest absolutely immobile. Let them shout, whip.

Someone tied a rope around her neck tightly. She did not move.

“Idiot! Run! Like an animal!”

They pushed her, kicked her, but it was no use to her.

She was a stone. A stone never struggles, never fights, never escapes, and never succumbs.

Back to the past. They said to her.

Back to the past.

Chapter 7

  Jim was the last one to find Keith. He looked up and saw a slender figure in white cloth coming up. And the next second, Keith’s dark shadow covered him. Jim saw a blood thirst that would tear him to pieces any time. He stood in front of the man, his whole body was trembling and could not say a word.

  “Don't stand on my way!” His voice was husky with anger. His anger blinded his reason.

  Kids sped home as fast as their legs could carry them. In an instant, the cries of children could be heard in the distance.

  Keith bent down and handed Sarah. Throughout, she was still lying in a similar stance. Now she let Keith put her into his arms, her body became numb and stiff the frigid and her eyes lost their luster.

  She was not here.

  His anger spilled out like lava. This slayer knew where he could kill those kids.

  But what could he do? Would he really intend to kill the kids?

  “This is your fault. You let her believe these people who want to hurt her, again and again.” Keith swallowed this bitter thought. He held her tightly and cried.

  But Sarah stared at Keith blankly without any expression. Keith shook her violently by the shoulders but she did not make a noise.

  Something was beginning to revive in her body. The thing dipped its hand in her soul and ate her power and life, it was gradually growing up.

  Nowadays, the “power” that was inside Sarah had revived. No one could stop it.

  Keith felt weak and limp. He knew the thing that he worried about had happened. He could no longer feel this girl’s existence. He tried to find the feeling of Sarah but he could not find anything. He just liked walking in a dark night without any lights. He had lost contact with her in the twinkling of an eye. 

  “Saarantuyaa.” Keith called her and shook her body fiercely.

  The girl shivered, she started to struggle. She was like an animal which just woke up from a sweet dream. She was afraid and angry and wanted to wrench herself from his grasp.

  She beat Keith and screamed, as if possessed. But she still could not escape from the clasp of his arms.

  “Saarantuyaa!” Keith said loudly in trembling voice. His voice was over her voice. The deathly silence came back to this forest.

  She gazed on him with stupefaction and pain.

  “Does it hurt? To be a person, you must bear the pain.”

  The girl leapt up at Keith and fell upon his neck, then sank her teeth into it. 

  Keith held her in silence. A trickle of blood ran down his neck and dyed his white cloth.

  On that day, Keith brought Sarah back to their house which in the forest and told the wizard he would never came back to Nahsi Village. But at night, the wizard knocked on his door.

  “It will be monsoon, you know my divination, and the Devil is coming! A big plague!”

  Keith said nothing but looked at him.

  “We need you.”

  “No.”

  “How can you watch people dying but do nothing! At least you can take a kid as your pupil!”

  The wizard scowled, and slammed the door behind him.

  “Tomorrow morning. I don’t want a boy.”

  The next day morning, Keith’s new pupil came. Her name was Anaya and she was a smart student. She learnt everything quickly and took care of Sarah. It was not easy than study. She never complained. She started to become the helper of Keith, the only helper.

  One day, Keith noticed that Sarah passed out of his field of vision. He could only find her sometimes in the corner in the darkness. But for most of the time, he could find nothing. Anaya said that many things were stolen and kids would be beaten by the stones if no one stayed with them. 

　He spent the whole morning splitting wood. The wood was enough to burn a year.

  The fire was enough to burn a year.

  At night, when Anaya went home, Sarah appeared. She tried to get into the house by the windows, but they were locked. So she tiptoed to the door.

  “Are you a mouse?” 

  Sarah came to him and sits beside, and then took her hand to touch Keith.

  Keith put his head in his hands and sobbed in earnest. All the bad feelings came back to him. He wanted to help this girl but he had no power...

  He knew, this girl stole things because of him in the past. But now she stole things because of hatred. She stole them and threw them out. 

  It's his entire fault.

  In that heart, where there had been a wound, there was a scar. Suddenly, something touched his sad heart.

  Keith was about to jump out of his skin. At that moment, he felt Sarah’s power.

  Her power could touch his feelings. “Don't! Stop! Do you know what you are doing?!” Keith cried. But he calmed down. He knew she did not want to kill him, she just wanted to console him . He felt sorry for Sarah because of his temerity.

  He reached out a hand to touch her head.

  “Can you find it in your heart to forgive me?”

  Sarah kept silent. But Keith knew the answer.

  “Can you forgive the people in Nahsi Village like you forgive me ?”

  More and more, silence was the response she came to use.

  Sarah broke the pots with stones when Keith was not here.

  Anaya picked up the broken fragment.

  “They were all broken. All four pots.”

   And that's not ailing, not by a long shot. Sarah had broken fourteen pots in this week.

  “She hates me.”There was a hurt look in Anaya’s eyes. 

  “She hates everyone.” Keith permitted himself a wry smile. Sarah hated everyone, including him.

  “She hates me, this kind of feeling is not like she hates anyone else.”

  Keith stared at Anaya in amazement. 

  Anaya caught her lower lip with the edge of white, even teeth, then got her spunk up and told the truth , “She doesn’t like me to be with you.”

Chapter 8

  A ray of sunlight pierced the clouds, the sun rose and bathed the earth in its glow.

  Sarah sat toasting in the sun. A picture of Keith walking along the bright beach flitted through her mind. Her voice choked at the beautiful memory and she fell silent. 

  She stole things and broke them, it’s because she wanted to attract his attention to her. 

  But... Why he never got angry? Why he could trampled on her feelings and as she was nothing?

  The sun was setting. It was getting dark.

  When Sarah stopped crying, she sniffed and dried her eyes. It was bedtime. She lay on a huge amethyst. She could feel the amethyst’s heart pounding in its chest. Its heartbeats were stronger than yesterday. It emitted a low sound to replied her.

  “Yes, I know we can. If we hope.” She gently stroked its surface.

  The amethyst calmed down. This amethyst was huge and beautiful. It had the brilliance of diamond and the most amazing place was, it had a material with a smooth silky touch.

  Sarah lay on the amethyst and listened to its heartbeats. Only these heartbeats could let her forget Keith. She liked this amazing stone. It could make her feel happy and relaxed. It could make her no longer afraid and no longer lonely. She was drowned in an amber moonlight.

  Nightmare came to her.

  Another sweet dream started.

  Here was Hengan Forest. Only sweet dreams existed in here.

 Chapter 9

   That night, there was a big moon and hundreds of light in the sky. When she got home, a fire was still burning in Keith’s house. She could just see him by the light of the candle. 

  Keith was still doing his job.

  Sarah sat down and waited for his criticism.
  Keith worked harder. He ignored her existence.

  Why! Why didn’t he look at her? Would he be like this all his life?! He fostered her like he fostered a big rat which was in the cupboard?

  Her lip quivered and she could no longer control herself. 

  Look at me! Why don’t you look at me? What on earth are you thinking about!?

  Sarah’s power was like a young bamboo shoot breaking through the soil. She extended her power’s tentacles to attack Keith’s mind.

  Keith sensed the danger and wanted to escape from her but he failed. He couldn’t move or winded his fingers. Her power was so strong. He thought although he was still a gladiator, he could not fight against this power.

  “Stop!” He cried. But these tentacles had already gone deep into his mind.

  Fear.

  It was Fear. Sarah could feel that Keith was afraid of her. Sarah took back her power and let it sleep inside her body.

  “You are afraid of me?”

  “You can speak?!” Keith stared at her with wide eyes. He seemed to be as weak as a cat.

  Sarah shook her head. In fact, she was answering to herself. Could it be said that if she could speak, he would no longer be afraid of her? He thought she was a beast from beginning to end. His thought was the same as the villagers. 

  “When did you begin to speak?” Keith took a deep breath, after a short pause, he cried: “ Where did you go these two days!”

  Keith listened to his own words, he could hardly understand.

  No, that’s not the words he wanted to say.

  He waited for as if it was not for interrogating her .

  He wanted to tell her...

  What did he want to tell her? He could not remember. These words he had thought for a long time during the long dark days but they were burned by the fire.

  He could remember nothing...

  But he could clearly see the red stone which she was holding. That kind of stones only existed in the Hengan Forest.

  “Hengan Forest?!” Keith snarled at her.

  Sarah looked at him with her bright dark staring eyes. She was smiling, waiting for the punishment gruffly.

  Then man toppled the desk. The candlelight was put out. The house was plunged into total darkness.

  “Get out!”

  Darkness came back.

  Sarah disappeared in the darkness, and never turned her head. She knew that she had lost this place forever. But she didn’t feel sad. In her mind, she seemed to know that she would leave this place sooner or later.

  She did not belong here forever.

  All was quiet at dead of night. In these valleys night reigned.

  Sarah climbed up the mountain by starlight. Now she would go home.

  Hengan Forest. It was the only place that belonged to her.

  Sarah started to run. Home. She wanted to go home as quickly as she could. He was waiting for her.

  But he didn’t wait for her. When she came back, the amethyst was cracked. 

  It was nothing inside the amethyst. It was just a big deep hole.  

  The moon was obscured by the clouds, night enshrouded the earth. 
  The girl was taken aback for the moment, she could not think about anything. Then, after a long time, she felt a prickly sensation in her right foot.

  “Shone!” She knelt down and hugged the big shadow which was pushed round her legs. The shadow rubbed his head against her legs and mumbled. He liked the name which Sarah gave him. Sarah felt that the shadow was very happy, she choked and said the name again.

  “Shone.”

  It was not the first time she called his name. When she was in darkness, his name was flashing light and made her speak. So, she summoned him. He was born in the big amethyst. Sarah touched the shadow and imagined what he looked like. He must be sleek, long and lithe...And he had sharp claws and a strong body. He was such a beautiful leopard! If there were no dark scales covering his body, he must be the quarry of all hunters... But now...

  They called him monster.

  But he had a name which she gave him.

  Sarah gave him a name, just like someone gave her a name before.

  Although all the people in this world called them monster, they still had their names. They were fully awake to whom they were.

  Name was the only contact ties to the world. Although this tie was slim, it was ductile. People must grasp this tie tightly during their whole life. From the day when they were named, they were no longer chaos.

  No one could rob their name. No one could rob their existence.

  Sarah stayed beside Shone. After a long time, when her face burned in the wind, she heard a whimper. To her surprise, it was her cry.

  “Come back.” Shone said.

  In fact, Shone didn’t say a word nor did any action, but she could feel what he wanted to say. She didn’t use her “power” but she could hear everything clearly. 

  Sarah raised her head and looked steadily at his beautiful amber eyes. 

  “Come back?” She used the same way to asked him.

  Shone didn’t answer her. He just looked at her. He had the same shining eyes as Sarah.

  Sarah smiled.

  The road back seemed to be longer.

                            Chapter 10

  The mountain road was full of twists.

  Sarah and Shone climbed along the tortuous mountain trail. The moon was a brightly shining crescent.

  Suddenly, a figure appeared out of the darkness and pushed her.

  “I know we will see each other again.”He gave a low gurgle of laughter.

  Jim.

  He turned about, the moonlight showing like a layer of snow upon his face.

  Jim waited for her for a long time. He got near her in order to see her expression ——Anger, fear and despair.

  “That’s too fun! You have human’s expression. But you are an animal!” Jim insulted this girl by spitting at her.

  In time , these horrors were brought to Sarah. She was quite helpless. She closed her eyes tightly to shut out the nightmare images.

  Sarah was waiting for something. But what was she waiting for? Death or...?  

  Jim laughed. He was so happy. She was afraid of him! But it’s not enough. Because of her, he was beaten by his grandfather. Now he wanted to punish her! This pretty boy wanted to hear her cry.

  That stupid rhizotomist wanted her to speak but he failed. Now, he, Jim would make this beast say what she should say.

  Keith opened his book. The candle - light flickered in the wind. His eyes were looking at the windows.

  His hands were shaking, he could shield himself no longer.

  He used his “power”, it’s a rhizotomist’s ridiculous power. This kind of power could listen to the nature but could not go deep into human’s feelings.

  He found that he could use this power to feel Sarah since the time when she was pushed into the river. But he always refused to use this power.

  Now, he could feel Sarah crying. She was crying all the time. Who knew a wild child would feel sad? Then, the little girl wept herself to sleep. Suddenly, she disappeared. 

  Keith knelt down and began to cry his heart out.

  Finally, he lost her forever.

  The fire flamed intensely.
  Sarah opened her eyes. Something gave out a harsh light.

  Was she dead? What was going on?
  She called Shone from her heart but Shone didn’t appear. She had a headache. It took a moment for her eyes to adjust to the wash of brilliance.

  The sky is clear and blue, the sunlight dazzling. Birds were still hovering in the sky, insects were still singing.

  Sarah needed help. “Shone...”

  A voice came from her shadow. Her shadow broke into two and one became shone. Shone jumped down onto Sarah 's lap and licked her face. He looked very weak. His scales dropped out.

  Then the wounded beast levered himself up, walked slowly into her shadow. 

  Sarah felt better when she saw Shone, she knew he would never leave. He was her shadow, he protected her every time.

  What’s going on? She lay on the ground, dazed and weak. The drums were faintly rolling from Nahsi village. 

  Suddenly, she remembered everything.

  The moon was behind a black cloud. The wind was sweet.

  She saw a face. It was her face. Shone stayed beside her. It hurt like hell! She saw herself burning. Light flashed from the iridescent scales around Shono's body. 

  It was only a scratch, but Jim started burning. 

  Nothing remained of Jim.

  The sun glinted through the leaves.

  The drums throbbed in her ears.

                           Chapter 11

  They pushed him out of his house to an opening among trees. All villagers were waiting for him. They bound him to a stake with a strong rope. All people looked at him but nobody said a word. He found that one woman was crying. He knew this woman, her name was Lucy, and she was Jim’s mum.

  “Do you have anything to say?” The wizard asked.

  Keith shook his head.

  The wizard walked near him and kept a close watch on Keith’s blue eyes. 

  “Are you sure?”

  There was a continual play of lambent fire about Keith’s eyes, he nodded his head.

  For a moment the wizard stared dumbly at him. Then he turned back.

  “Do you admit your crime?”

  “Yes.” Keith said, “I told Jim if he came to my house again, I will burn him.”

  Lucy creamed and fainted. People hastened to support this woman. After a while, they calmed down. They were waiting for the punishment to this man.

  At midday, the roll of drums, the noon sun was fierce.

  “You are lying! I knew the death’s language. Jim’s soul told me that the killer is not you!”

  People were all whispering.

  Keith was calm and looked at the wizard. The wizard was also looking at him. What was he hopping? Keith knew the answer.

  “Sarah is afraid of fire.” Keith said.

  The village was filled with a deathly silence.

  The wizard held the scepter tightly. “You can choose to die or to blind.”

  “I want to live.” Keith answered casually.

  “What else do you want?”

  “Bring me back to my home; I guess that I don’t know the way.”

  Keith closed his eyes. The sunlight brought a red glow through his eyelid. Suddenly there was a roll of drums.

  At that moment he suddenly remembered his hometown——Broad prairies stretch out as far as the eye can see, sturdy steeds gallop on the grasslands.

  He wanted to see it again.

                          Chapter 12 

  “Is the cut still painful?” The girl asked and touched his eyes.

  “It is still painful.” Keith told her the truth. And then he asked Sarah what time was it. She told him it was night. Keith nodded his head.

  They were coming to the past. Keith knew his changes clearly.

  Sarah talked so little. Keith sometimes wanted to talk, he told to the air, stones and flies to ease the suffering.

  The girl brought him to this cave; she brought food to him and took care of him. But she never told the things what happened before to him. She seemed to never be caught by the hunter and she wanted to become the wild child who still had no name.  

  As Keith, he was like a wounded bird that she found in the forest.

  This girl didn’t know why she brought this man to this cave. On that day, when the drums stopped, Sarah came back to Keith’s house. She found that Keith was lying on the ground. She got near him and found that there was nothing on his eyes. 

  She knew that they needed a place to hide themselves. So she brought him to this cave in Hengan forest. But why she brought him here? She could let him leave alone. She knew that Keith could live by himself. But something inside her mind made her do this.

  Maybe she liked him. She liked this man who taught her everything. The special feeling let her heart and Keith's heart closely link.

  Although Keith was blind, he found that darkness could help him see more. There were too many things that had been forgotten on him and Sarah. At the first time, he was afraid of these things and threw them out. In these days, Keith was surprised to find out that these things that he threw out were natural and beautiful, like the character of Sarah and Keith.

  Keith accepted himself and hoped that Sarah would accept herself too. He didn't force Sarah to talk. He was waiting for her. He waited for the time when she wanted to talk to him.

  The waiting had a result. The girl finally opened her mouth. She needed help.

  “I didn’t know that you can modulate liquid medicines.”Said Keith with a smile.

  Her breathing deepened.

  Keith didn’t give up, he knew she was listening and she was thinking how to answer him. Keith talked to her in a voice that was soft and comforting: “ Not long ago, when my eyes could still feel light, I saw my hometown.” 

  Her head lifted sharply, she didn’t know Keith had a hometown.

  “My hometown is located on the grassland, out in the rolling grasslands, you can see for miles. The herdsmen camps themselves on the grasslands, they train dogs to herd sheep. My father was the king of that grassland; he ruled everything under the blue sky. If I stay there, I will be the next king.” He chuckled with delight. “But I chose my way, I became a gladiator and traveled around the world.”
  “The world?” A hard and cold voice stopped his talking.

  “The world is so big, Hengan Forest, Nahsi Mountain, and this island are just a little part of this world.” Her voice inspired him to talk more.

  Sarah looked at him and nodded her head.

  “And, later, I traveled to here and became a rhizotomist. In fact, that’s not what I wanted to be. Before I came here, I lost my power, but now I get a new power—— the power of cure.”

  When Sarah heard that word, power, she was shocked. She could not forget what she did with her power. She ran out of the cave.

 Keith wrung his hands and sighed. What could he do? She almost ran away. She was afraid of herself. In fact, Keith had seen how strong her power was. On that day, he saw the leopard spurted fire to Jim. At that moment Jim became white powder. In fact, he was also afraid of Sarah’s power, but he tried to accept it. 

  When Sarah came back to this cave, Keith had fallen asleep. She lay on her Stover and looked at Keith. The nightmare would come to her again. She thought. At last she sank into a deep sleep.

  One hand softly placed on her shoulder.

  “Keith.” She called him.

  The man smiled.

  “Saarantuyaa.” He replied.

  “Saarantuyaa...” Sarah opened her eyes. It was dawn, and she could hear a cock crowing somewhere.

  “Keith.” It’s her turn to replied.

  “Do you accept me and my blind eyes?”

  She nodded her head with a lump in her throat.

  “I will accept you and your pet too.”Said Keith gently.

  Saarantuyaa, the girl who was named again, stumbled into his arms and started to cry.

  After a long time, she stopped crying. 

  “What are you thinking?” The man asked.

  Then Sarah found that he kept his arm round her waist. She jumped up in alarm.

  They went blank and then grinned.

  “ Yesterday when I told you about myself, I suddenly found one thing.” Keith stood up. “I am not old, I am 28 years old now, and I still have a long way to go...”

  He suddenly knew that he needed Sarah, as she needed him.

  They needed each other.

  “Happy.” The girl said.

  “Happy.”Said Keith.

  The thick sunlight was lavish on the bright water. Keith decided to go out. They held each other's hand. They nosed their way slowly through the Hengan forest. A carpet of leaves covered the ground. His grasp relaxed and walked alone.

  Sarah knew that Hengan forest would accepted him because Keith accepted this forest and respected it. 

  “Keith.”

  “Keith!”Sarah cried.
  Keith soaked himself in the atmosphere of the nature. Now he just came back to earth. He smiled and told her to sit under a big tree with him.

  “Now we should talk about your power. People aspire power and worship the people who have power, but they do not know how dangerous the power is. And you, Saarantuyaa, my love, you got the power when you was born. Your power is so strong, you are afraid of it, but it still exists. You should accept it and live with it. Saarantuyaa, you will learn how to live with your power during your whole life.” Keith stopped for a while, He wanted to make sure Sarah understood what he said. “If you wanted to learn how to control your power, the first thing you should do is to understand it.”

  Sarah felt herself was like an opened door. The wind blew through the door.

  She asked: “Who is it, who am I?”
  Silence.

   When wind blew across the wheat field, the wheat billowed in the wind, everything was silently.

  But there was some voice inside the silence from different places. They were too much and she could not listen clearly.

  “It is your power, listen.” Keith said.” What did you hear?”

  “Many things, I could not remember.”

  “You are stronger than I have thought. I could only listen to the plants’ voice and your voice, it’s not about the power, it’s because I love you. But you can do more. You can listen to the mountains, flowers, rivers, people and so on.”

  “Shone, power?”

  “No. He isn’t. Your true power is to listen. Only listening can get the meaning of life.”

  “What is Shone?”

  After a moment's silence he went on speaking, he knew that he could not lie to her. 

  “I have heard that Shone is a monster from the book Gods Intone.”

  Sarah took a deep breath, she looked at him with her dark bright eyes.
  “Monster.” She repeated what he said. “You have told me that I am Shone, Shone is me.”

  “I also told you that I accepted you and Shone.”

  “Love?”

  “Love.”

  He pressed her to his chest. The door had opened. The room was flooded with warm and golden sunlight.

  “Remember your name. It’s your way back home.”

  Then he left her, and walked into the forest alone.

  Sarah stood there dumbly, then closed her eyes and started to listen.

  She opened the door, and let everything come into it.

Chapter 13

  Sarah kept her raptures for her power, she practiced her power all the time. 

  One night, It got windy, the leaves were being blown about. Blackbirds were sitting at the tops of trees singing .

  Everything told Sarah that something would happen.

  The next day, the wizard came.

  He found the cave. There was only Keith left in the cave. He was quite willing to meet Keith alone. He was so lucky because at the same time, 9 villagers were looking for Keith and his “monster” voluntarily in this Hengan forest. The wizard said to the villagers, “These two strangers put a curse on Nahsi village, so all villagers get dreadful illness. Since they left this village, 10 people have died.” Villagers sacrificed sheep to their gods, but the wizard told them that the only thing which could break the curse was Keith’s blood. So villagers started to go here and there looked for Keith, they even broke into Hengan forest.

  The wizard smiled happily. So far, everything was what he wished. He couldn’t believe that he was so lucky, he found them——Keith and the THING in no time. He was sure that the thing must be in Keith’s body. He was afraid of Keith in the past, but now Keith was blind! The wizard had nothing to worry about. Further attempt at concealment was useless. His disguise has been stripped away. 

  “Give me the power!”

  Keith was skinning a rabbit . “Sit down.” He motioned him to the dried grass.

  “Give me the power!!” The wizard was furious and grabbed Keith’s neck. 

  “You are like a skinned rabbit.” This blind man laughed at him.

  The wizard took the knife away from Keith and wanted to kill him.

  Suddenly, one heavy thing sprang on the wizard. The wizard fell down.

  “The forest told me, some disgusting things came.”

  It’s a familiar voice. The wizard turned his head and saw a pair of dark eyes. He found that he couldn't take his eyes off them.

  “He did poisoning, used your medicine, river. Nahsi village, death. Except, you give the power to him.”

  Sarah read his heart involuntarily.

  “ No, don’t do this!” Keith cried.

  “I am not stealing, he is saying, but I can, I can also...”

  When Sarah withdrew her eyes from the wizard to Keith, the wizard got to his feet with a jump and pushed Sarah. 

  “She can steal heart!”

  “No, don’t do this, don’t use your power in a wrong way!” Keith snarled.

  And for a moment her ears were filled with different kinds of voices. Fear, anger, worry, hatred ......Sarah clapped her hands over her ears but it had no use. She felt her body chill suddenly. Finally, she went limp and fell on to the ground. At the same time, the wizard was holding a knife to Keith’s throat and his other hand was searching for something. 

  “Give me the power!!”The wizard growled. Blood was oozing out of the wound on Keith's neck.

  “What do you want?”

  “The Power Stone! As long as I get it, I will get power!”

  “It’s not like what you think about.”

  “Come off it! You have power so you must have the stone. Don’t try to monopolize it! You have been blind, it has no use to you.”

  The wizard was trembling from head to foot and raised a laugh.

  Sarah called Shone, he appeared.

  The wizard thought Shone was magic so he laughed himself hoarse. And, he was right. Whatever how hard Sarah ordered him to move, Shone didn’t obey. His head drooped down and he was crying sound of a cat.

  “Go!” Sarah cried loudly, she was in the depth of despair.

  “He is no use to him. It can only protect you when you are in danger.” The only level-headed one in this cave reminded her.

  Sarah jerked her head up. There was a tremendous smile on her face and a glint in her eyes. “But I can. I have power.”

  “No!!!” Keith rushed forward in contemning dangers.

  The wizard’s thoughts were in a tangle, but he knew he must stop her. But Keith moved faster than he. The wizard saw a shining stone at that moment. He could easily recognize this stone —— The Power Stone. He took this stone from Keith. After this, a wave of gold power erupted from the wizard.

  The power was like fire, it was burning and burning. He didn’t need to worry about anything more.

  He was power, he was fire. 

  Through Sarah’s eyes, Keith was looking at this wizard.

  The wizard burned himself. He used his desire as wood, used villagers’ emptiness as oil, and then burned himself. 

  The dust still suspended in the air. 

  The wizard had planned for a long time. Everything was on his plan except for Sarah and the Power Stone.

  Keith felt sorry about him. In the past, he was like the wizard, he sacrificed everything to get power and then found he lost himself.

  The Power Stone could actually gave people power but the person must be a holder. To different holders, they had different kinds of power stones. If a person got a wrong stone, it must be very dangerous.

  The wizard didn’t completely know what power was. And he didn’t know the power inside Sarah. He would never know Sarah could use the other way to kill him. That’s what Keith wanted to prevent.

  So, Keith would rather kill the wizard by himself. He didn’t want Sarah to destroy the wizard and destroy herself too.

  Now, everything was perfect.

  Very good.

  “The best thing to be a blind is, he doesn’t need to pay attention to close his eyes forever.”

  Keith smiled, he swayed and fell.

  With the last breath of his soul, he felt he could see things again.

  The picture of Sarah raced towards him locked in his eyes forever. 
Chapter 14

  Rays rained upon her. In those warm beams the motes kept dancing up and down.
  She knew these brilliant rays. They were as old as her, they were eternal.

  The rays shone on her.

  But she was still herself.

  She wasn’t light, she was Saarantuyaa, and she was Shone.

  She came from the darkness of this world, then born in this colorful world.

  She was the daughter of the sun and the moon. But she was not the light or the darkness.

  “I come for what?” The girl asked.

  The rays scattered. The door was still here. It was always opened for her.

  She could feel the wind from the door blowing on her face. The wind was silent. It brought no voice.

  But it brought Keith to her. He was at the other side of the door, they stood face to face.

  “Who am I?” The girl asked.
  “Who is Saarantuyaa?” Keith asked.

   After a minute's reflection, she answered: “She is me. I am Saarantuyaa.”

  Keith nodded his head. “In my country, people call me Khatgin. It’s the meaning of the flying sunshine. And people called moonlight and the persons who always keep silent Saarantuyaa. Only these people listen to the life. Only listening can cure the world. The world is full of wounds but people don’t want to listen.”

  “I come for this.”

  “I hope.” After a silence, the man said in a low voice: “I have been your teacher for a long, long time, but I haven’t learnt how to be a good lover. Now, I just want you to know that I really don't want to be away from you.”

  She knelt down in front of him and began to cry her heart out. But the wind swept the cry and tears away. 

  Only grieves left.

   A hand laid on her shoulder, Saarantuyaa raised her head and saw a sad face.

  “I thought the door will sever us forever.”

  “How could it be? Remember, you are the door, remember to open yourself and let the wind go through you. Listen to the wind carefully.”

  “What about you?”

  The man smiled, he became a ray of sunshine, and the wind blew him to the deep blue sky.

  “Keith ——” Her sadness at last found expression in loud crying.
  She gave all freer play to his feelings. Because after this time, it would be silence, it would be a long, long journey.

  She was already on the way.

  The door had opened.

  Suddenly, Sarah felt Shone was using his wet, rough tongue licked her face.

  Shone was tired of waiting. He hurried Sarah to wake up and continue the journey. It’s such a nice day, its spring.

  Okay, okay.

  I will come back.

  Saarantuyaa said.

Chapter Forever 
Side A

  If I could come back to the past, to the first day we met. I will still decide to buy you and live with you. The wizard had told me, if I still wanted to stay with you, I couldn’t live through the next spring. But a strange feeling made me want to stay with you. It could not explain. Love?

  Hadn't I waited all these years to know this love?

  Memories take me back. Do you remember that day? Your long hair was waving disorderly in the sea wind. You stared at me with unseeing eyes. There was the endless noise of the sea on the beach.

  On that moment, we faced each other on the bright beach, I wish we could have forever now.

Side B
  You will never know what the day I first met you are. 
  On that day, the air was scented with spring flowers. I was bathed in the spring sunlight. Suddenly, I heard a voice from the trees. I hid myself and wanted to saw whose the voice’s owner is.

  I could see a man in the distance where he walked alone. Under the warm sunshine, he was talking to a flower. His golden hair flared like the sun. There was something very pleasing in his mild blue eyes. A strange feeling comes over me.

  Then I followed his direction to my second home. And I knew I just can't get him off my mind. I climbed up a tree and waited for the sunrise and the man every day. One day, when I was waiting for the man, an arrow whizzed past my head. I was caught by a hunter.

  Then the hunter locked me on a cage. It was so cold inside... He brought me to a village, I felt so uncomfortable. But at that moment, I saw him. His deep blue eyes looked at me. I could listen to the silence streaming. I could felt my heart struck heavily and I was hard to breathe.

  At that time, I suddenly knew why every flower opens in spring.

  It’s not you chose to stay with me.

  It’s I chose to live with you.

-THE END-
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